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THE 


AUTHOR’S  ADDRESS 


TO  THE 


READER. 


To  fhcw  the  fmalleft  negligence  to  the  ho¬ 
ned  opinion  of  the  public,  would  be  to  betray 
an  unpardonable  weaknefs  of  general  contempt 
for  that  which  ought  to  ftand  high  in  the  efli- 
mation  of  every  man  ;  therefore  being  utterly 
incapable  of  offering  the  appearance  of  flight, 
Jo  a  decree  that  is  always  no  lefs  fcrioufly  im¬ 
portant  than  commonly  jufl  and  equitable,  the 
writer  of  this  following  Treatife,  requefts  a  par¬ 
ticular  attention  to  thefe  preliminary  referen¬ 
ces. 

“That  being  neither  perfonally,  or  by  con¬ 
nexions,  neither  in  profpecf  or  intention  of  the 
order  of  Clergy,  and  confequently  prompted 
by  no  partial  motives,  he  prefents  thefe  difqui- 
fitions  to  the  world,  from  a  thorough  convic¬ 
tion  of  their  containing  truths,  that  may  poflibly 
render  fervicc  to  fome  of  thofc  who  may  be  at 
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the  trouble  of  examining  into  their  contents; 

*  ♦ 

and  whether  fuch,  when  attended  with  fuch 
confequences,  may  be  natives  of  this  or  any 
other  realm,  it  will  afford  an  equal  fatisfacfion, 
that  will  mofl  amply  requite  and  gratify  the 
utmofl  wifhes  of  the  Author  ;  who  would  mofl 
chearfully,  in  all  fuch  general  inflances  as  the 
advancement  of  religion,  confider  himfelf  more 
in  the  light  of  a  Citizen  of  the  World,  and  the 
whole  human  race  thereof,  collectively  as  his 
brethren,  than  in  the  confined  narrow  fphere  of 
national  partiality,  ever  repugnant  to  that  truth 
and  liberality  of  reafoning  that  is  herewith 
flri&ly  offered  to  the  view:  to  the  purpofej 
then,  that  there  may  not  remain  even  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  this  principle  is  intentionally  inva¬ 
ded  throughout  the  whole  of  this  difcuffion,  it 
may  be  proper  here  to  flate,  that  though  the 
general  tendency  of  the  arguments  would 
equally  apply  to  all  governments  whatever — 
the  Non-conformifls  herein  mentioned,  com¬ 
prize  only  thofe  of  this  particular  realm,  who 
diffcnt  from  the  eflablifhed  church  of  England ; 
and  to  them  in  general,  this  obfervation  may  be 
accordingly  due ;  that  notwithflanding  the  fe- 
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verity  with  which  their  tenets  and  diftent  may 
feem  to  be  treated,  in  order  to  throw  the  full 
glare  of  light  on  their  much  to-be-lamented 

D  O 

abftracted  voice  and  condufl,  yet  does  the  Au¬ 
thor  highly  hold  them  in  his  own  private  opi¬ 
nion,  as  altogether  a  very  confiderable  and 
moft  refpectable  body  of  men,  whofe  religious 
fentiments  are  infinitely  more  thofe  of  a 
prejudiced  education,  (the  confequences  of 
which  having  been  generally  neglected)  than 
thofe  of  their  own  deliberate  choice,  formed 
upon  thorough  and  mature  felf-inveftigation. 

To  the  Roman  Catholics,  likewife,  a  fimilar 
explanation  may  alfo  feem  neceflary ;  that  as 
men  are  by  nature  born  in  the  clofeft  alliance 
of  propenfities,  of  whatever  religion  they  may 
be,  the  author  is  equally  fenfible,  that  in  the 
body  of  Roman  Catholics,  there  are  multi¬ 
tudes  who  would  be  both  an  honour  and  orna¬ 
ment  to  any,  the  moll  enlightened  and  liberal 
of  nations ;  but  left  any  of  this  order  fhould 
take  unreafonable  umbrage,  beyond  the  intent 
of  this  work,  it  is  here  firft  declared,  that  the 
leading  tendency  of  the  following  difcuflion,  as 
far  as  it  affects  them,  is  dire&ly  and  generally 
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to  point  out  in  finking  colours,  that  in  the 
choice  of  their  religious  tenets  and  opinions,  be¬ 
yond  a  doubt  they  are  not  perfonally  wife  to 
them  (elves ;  and  fuch  is  the  confidence  that  the 
Author  evidently  places  in  their  general  can¬ 
dour,  fo  perfectly  demonftrative  of  his  good 
Opinion,  that  he  ventures  to  fubmit  to  their 
view*  fuch  free  arguments  as  mud  neceffarily 
Jay  claim  to  this  exertion  of  their  liberal  per¬ 
ception;  and  however  forcibly  the  light  and 
fhade  of  the  painting  upon  the  furface  may 
raife  the  indignant  pallions,  a  particular  re¬ 
ference  to  this  faithful  explanation  will  fuffoci- 

t 

cntlv  counteract  c\rery  degree  o(  temporary 
difgufl,  and  thereby  promote  the  great  obje6l  of 
the  authors  determined  intent  of  contributing 
his  endeavour  to  ferve  all  indiferitninately, 
without  exception,  either  to  a  difference  of  re¬ 
ligion-,  or  to  the  different  interefts  of  all  the 
different  countiics,  nations,  and  kingdoms  of 
the  world. 

In  order,  however,  to  prevent  either  fufpi- 
cicns  or  fuppofitions  that  might  in  the  fmallefl 
degree  bo  injurious  to  anv  individual  perfon; 
it  may  further  be  neceffary  to  declare,  that  the 
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Author  has  not  heen  prompted,  either  dire&’y 
or  indirectly,  neither  by  the  advice,  defire,  will, 
or  even  the  knowledge  of  any  clerical  minifte- 
rial  party,  or  pcrfonal  influence  or  a fli fiance 
whatever,  either  to  write  or  make  public  the 
contents  of  the  following  flieets;  and  therefore 

O  w 

it  is  but  juflice  due  to  all,  freely  to  acknowledge 
that  every  error  and  dcfecl  they  may  contain 
centers  wholly  in  himfelf;  and  whatever  fuch 
may  be,  whether  inaccuracies  of  explanation, 
or  impropriety  of  ftyle,  as  it  is  not  the  Author’s 
profeflion,  in  cuflom  or  province,  to  be  a  pub¬ 
lic  writer,  he  firmly  looks  up  to  the  generous 
judgment  of  the  difeerning,  for  that  full  latitude 
of  excufe  (in  this  inftance  fo  requisite)  which 
ever  difiingui  flies  the  liberality  of  fuperior  and 
general  education,  from  the  iiitlenefs  of  mind 
that  fo  perceptibly  attends  the  cynical  feverity 
of  high-ftrained  criticifm;  and  in  this  expecta- 
tion,  the  Author  confidently  throws  himfelf  upon 
the  gcncrofitv  of  the  public,  in  the  full  aflTu  ranee 
chat  the  juftnels  of  the  caule,  will  fo  far  plead 
his  own,  as  completely  to  do  away  every  impu¬ 
tation  of  blame. 
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A 

SHORT  TREATISE 

IN  SUPPORT  OF 

NATIONAL  RELIGION. 


ALL  nations  and  tribes  of  people  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  this  habitable  globe 
of  earth,  however  barbarous  and  uncivilized, 
have  either  on  particular  occafions  (fuch  as 
the  burial  of  their  dead,  or  the  like)  fome  fu- 
perflitious  formal  ceremonies,  denotive  of  a 
perceptible  reference  to  futurity;  or  have  fome 
peculiar  direfl  mode  of  religious  worfhip  • 
which  .whether  devoted  to  the  fun,  moon,  or 
liars  ;  whether  to  idols,  to  Mahomet,  or  other- 
wife  ;  all  equally  tend  to  declare  an  univerfal 
inward  fenfe  implanted  in  the  mind  of  man  by 
nature,  of  an  Almighty  Power  that  guides  and 
rules  the  fate  of  the  univerfe,  whofe  attribute 
is  adoration. 
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Each  of  thefe  forms,  though  in  different  de¬ 
grees,  according  to  the  proportionate  dateofcivr- 
lization  of  the  different  countries  wherein  they 
are  practifed,  all  lead  to  the  fame  great  and  no¬ 
ble  end;  that  of  counteracting  vice,  promoting 
peace  and  virtue,  and  manifefling  to  the  whole 
world,  the  Glory  of  an  Omnipotent  Creator. 

To  confider  religion  however  as  totally  un¬ 
connected  with,  and  abftraCied  from,  the  exifl- 
ing  laws  and  political  flate  of  a  nation,  would  be 
at  once  to  betray  reafoning  too  weak  and 
abfurd,  to  be  now  found  fupported  even  by  the 
moll  ignorant  or  heated  zealot,  in  thefe  en¬ 
lightened  parts  of  an  enlightened  age:  for  no¬ 
thing  can  be  more  evident  than  that  the  force 
of  the  mod  enthufiaftic  religion  alone,  will 
neither  preferve  an  individual  in  the  unmo- 
f&led  enjoyment  of  his  property,  or  maintain 
the  general  peace  of  fociety;  neither  will  the 
law  effect  either  of  thefe  purpofes,  without  the 
aid  of  a  cbnnc&cd  religion;  and  therefore  it  is, 
that  each  nation  has  or  ought  to  have  an  efla- 
.  blifked  church ;  the  one  being  equally  neceffary 
to  the  other,  as  well  for  furthering  the  will  of 
God.  as  for  protecting  the  works  of  man. 
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1  lie  arguments  indeed  in  favour  of  a  fettled 
permanent  national  efiablifhment,  mull  appear 
clear  to  demonftration,  upon  a  very  flight  fur- 
vey  of  the  benefits  arifir.g  therefrom  t 

In  the  firfl  place — the  articles  and  tenets^ 
of  an  eftablilhed  church,  are  or  fbould  be  fo 
conftru&ed,  as  neither  to  confound,  peiplex  or 
counterafl  directly,  nor  tend  to  counteract  in- 
dire£tly,  the  eflablifhed  laws ;  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  fbould  more  or  lefs  enforce  their  obedi¬ 
ence. 

Secondly — a  fixed  religion  thus  founded  by 
the  government  of  a  country,  (in  which  is 
always  to  be  found  the  firft  rate  abilities,  not 
feperately  but  colleftively  conjoined  and  an~ 
miniftered)  is  generally  if  not  always  found 
upon  inveftigation,  to  be  better  adapted  to  the 
then  times  and  circumflances,  infinitely  more 
beneficial  to  the  community,  and  confequent- 
ly  more  acceptable  to  the  Supreme  Being,  than 
the  doctrines  of  particular  men  vainly  bigotted 
to  fome  little  narrow-minded  opinions  of  their 
own;  or  who  for  their  private  inter-efted  pur- 
pofe  and  advantage,  entirely  thoughtlcfs  and 
equally  carelefs  of  the  injury  they  are  doing, 
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held  forth  principles  of  nonconformity,  in  ge¬ 
neral  founded  upon  the  meereft  vague  enthu- 
fiallic  chimerical  ground,  that  can  well  enter 
into  the  brain  of  man;  but  neverthelefs  fo  artfully 
twilled  and  dreffed  up,  as  to  be  plaufibly  enough 
calculated  to  prey  upon  weak  minds  for  the 
emolument  of  their  delimiinff  leaders. 

O  O 

Thirdly — that  an  cltablifhed  church  well 
fupported,  combines  a  people  under  one  head; 
reduces  them  to  one  fociety  with  fimilar  views 
and  fimilar  interefls ;  thereby  harmonizing  the 
whole,  and  rendering  them  infinitely  more  re- 
fpeflable  with  neighbouring,  and  more  power¬ 
ful  againll  rival  kingdoms;  by  this  means 
producing  an  influx  of  advantage,  univerfally 
definable  to  every  community. 

It  is  not  however  here  meant  to  be  inferred, 
that  the  articles  of  a  church  once  efiablifhed, 
are  for  ever  to  remain  unaltered;  but  that  what¬ 
ever  alteration  may  be  requifite,  Ihould  be  made 
entirely  by  the  authority  of  government,  and  by 
no  means  fuffered  to  be  introduced  at  random, 
by  individuals  whofe  forefight  is  feldom  capa¬ 
ble  of  takingr  in  the  whole  even  of  immediate 
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objefls,  much  lefs  fo  of  expending  to  dillant 

confiderations 


[  -3  ] 

confiderations  frequently  no  Iefs  material  in 

/ 

their  confequences. 

Every  century  differs  in  fome  degree  from  the 
foregoing,  either  by  the  decreafe  or  increafe  of 
knowledge  in  letters,  arts,  and  fciences ;  when 
thefe  become  flourifhing,  the  minds  of  men  con- 
conflantly  expand  to  that  degree,  that  they  look 
with  a  fort  of  amazement  on  the  paft  periods  of 
obfcurity,  and  naturally  hold  in  contempt  the 
errors  and  fuperflition  of  thofe  ignorant  times; 
and  though  religion  has  the  fcripture  (the  moll 
folid  of  all  foundations)  for  its  bafis,  yet  it  is  be¬ 
yond  a  doubt  that  the  forms,  ceremonies  and 
paraphernalia,  as  well  as  feveral  of  the  tenets, 
mufl  be  tempered  and  fuited  to  the  exilting  age. 

When  this  is  neglefted,  it  is  the  immediate 
and  direct  fource  of  non-conforming  feftaries, 
divifion,  and  difcord;  a  conduct  in  any  govern¬ 
ment  fo  highly  impolitic  and  injurious,  as  to 
mark  great  want  of  attention  to  the  public  wel¬ 
fare  ;  unlefs  proceeding  from  the  common  pre¬ 
valent  opinion,  that  fuch  changes  would  weaken 
the  general  caufe  of  that  particular  religion  it 
was  intended  to  fupport;  an  opinion  however 
entirely  founded  on  error ;  general  toleration 
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being  infinitely  more  calculated  to  imprefs  .the 
mind  with  an  apparent  fuperficiality  produc¬ 
tive  of  indifference,  than  a  prudent,  cautious, 
J-proring  reform  :  and  that  fuch  an  apprehen- 
fion  would  be  abfblutely  futile,  will  be  further 
perceived  by  adverting  to  what  has  been  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  that  religion  naturally  main¬ 
tains  its  afccndancy  over  the  mind  of  man,  and 
when  the  eflabliflimcnt  is  neither  untimely, 
prepofterous,  or  working  againft  reafon,  it  is 
always  fure  to  be  held  in  due  reverence,  and 
io  meet  with  every  requifite  and  neceffary  fup- 
port. 

But  certain  it  is,  that  in  an  eflabiifhed  church, 
there  fliould  be  neitlier  dodrines  or  forms  that 
the  mofi  enlightened  underflanding  could  fub- 
flantially  objed  to;  which  muft  as  certainly  be 
the  cafe,  unlcfs  it  continually  receives  juft  fo 
much  of  the  polifh  of  the  times,  as  to  preserve 
the  effcnce  and  fpirit  of  the  original  in  complete 
.purity:  where  the  ground  work  is  good,  that 
fliould  be  held  inviolate.  Neither  is  every 
tenet,  form,  or  ceremony  that  may  at  firfl  fight 
appear  ftrangc  and  unaccountable,  therefore 
tobe  rejected  or  new  modelled,  as  they  foinetimcs 
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carry  with  them  hidden  and  diftant  effects  be¬ 
neficial  to  particular  claffes  of  people ;  and  re¬ 
ligion  not  being  calculated  for  the  fuperior 
order  only,  thefe  Teeming  inaccuracies  will  never 
be  attacked  but  by  men  of  the  weakeft  judgment, 
who  cannot  fee  far  enough  into  nature  to  perceive 
their  benefits. 

The  only  principal  grand  exifting  rival  eftab- 
lifhments,  feem  to  be  that  of  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  the  Prcteflant  churches. — Of  the  former, 
it  mav  be  obferved  to  have  originated  in  a 
magnificent  extended  idea  of  creating  a  Holy 
Supreme  on  earth,  to  reprefent  and  fulfil  the 
ordinances  of  the  Almighty  Supreme  of  the 
univerfe ;  thus  confining  the  light  of  Heaven  to 
one  center,  from  thenco  to  diverge  its  benign 
rays  to  every  the  rnoft  diftant  quarter  of  the 
known  world — but  however  noble  great  and 
brilliant  this  foundation  may  feem,  it  is  by  far 
too  unbounded  in  its  object,  to  difpenfe  the  ab- 
folute  requifite  benefits  of  religion  to  mankind 
in  general :  for  the  power  of  mortals  being  cir- 
cumfcribed  and  limited  comparatively  to  a 
narrow  compafs,  thefe  rays  of  light  muft  natu¬ 
rally  become  weaker  and  weaker,  as  the  diftance 
from  this  center  is  multiplied,  until  every  re¬ 
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mote  quarter  muft  neceffarily  be  envelloped  in 
total  darknefs,  ignorance  and  barbarifm  : — can 
any  thing  be  more  clear  therefore,  than  that  the 
very  ground  work  on  which  this  mighty  fabric 
is  raifed,  is  highly  defedlive,  if  not  ultimately 
injurious? 

This  original  however,  is  plainly  the  offspring 
of  a  bold  ambitious  mind,  that  would  aggran¬ 
dize  attach  and  draw  to  itfelf,  the  power  riches 
and  fplendour  of  the  whole  globe;  that  would 
raife,  comparatively,  poor  weak  infignificant 
mortal  man,  as  it  were  even  to  immortality 
bordering  upon  profanation. — Blind  and  abjedt 
fubmiffion  to  fuch  mighty  power,  that  takes 
upon  itfelf  to  abfolve  mankind  from  their  fins, 
naturally  becomes  the  efTence  of  its  dodtrines ; 
on  which  account  it  fcems  judicioufly  enough 
calculated  for,  and  therefore  adopted  by  abfolute 
monarchies;  where  the  interefl  of  fuch  Hates 
and  the  interefl  of  his  Holinefs,  are  united  in 
fupport  of  their  mutual  advantage. 

How  far  the  particular  difpofitions  of  fome 
kingdoms,  (whether  from  timely  or  prevailing 
ignorance,  from  a  turbulent  obflinacy  produced 
by  that  ignorance,  from  any  natural  levity,  or 
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either  of  thefe  proceeding  from  fituation  or  cli¬ 
mate,  or  from  an  over-extended  dominion) 
may  require  the  determined  hand  of  abfolute 
monarchy  to  rule  and  dire6l  it  to  advantage, 
may  be  worthy  of  fome  confideration. — Under 
fuch  circumflances  however,  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  church  may  occafionally  by  the  means 
of  its  more  than  ordinary  pomp  and  fuperftiti- 
ous  awe,  work  the  effect  of  peace,  good  order, 
and  morality,  where  the  more  enlightened  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Proteflant  church  might  fail  in  its 
impreflion,  on  minds  either  too  rude  to  be  eafily 
affected,  or  too  light  to  weigh  and  retain  the 
unadorned  plain  truths  of  a  more  divine  and 
liberal  precept. 

However,  in  thefe  few  obfervations  it  muff 
be  underffood,  that  there  is  more  of  excufe, 
than  recommendation  of  popery;  for  the  nar¬ 
row  policy  of  endeavouring  to  intrench  and 
force  their  opinions  upon  the  whole  world, 
by  denouncing  heretical  enmity  againft  every 
other  eftablifliment,  muff  of  courfe  in  return, 
be  defervedly  reprobated  by  any  mind  not  in¬ 
toxicated  with  their  enthufiafm,  as  a  poor  un¬ 
principled  attempt  to  fupplant  every  difaccord- 
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ing  judgment;  not  by  lenient  convincing  argu¬ 
ment,  but  by  vindictively  impofing  on  the 
2?liant  age  of  youth,  tenets  horribly  prejudicial 
to  every  inftitution  but  their  own;  and  although 
this  prejudice  mufc  gradually  leffen,  even  to  a 
fhadow,  as  the  age  becomes  enlightened,  never- 
thelefs  doth  it  hand  forth  a  glaring  inltance  of 
the  crafty  immoral  tendency  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  ;  vainly,  arrogantly  (but  ab- 
furdly  and  deteftably)  driving  to  bear  down  ali 
oppofition  by  fuch  buffoncry  of  propagation. 

Indeed  to  fum  up  its  imperfe&ions  in  few 
words,  it  can  cxilt  in  full  force  only  when  clo¬ 
thed  in  the  full  glare  of  folemn  pomp,  when 
marked  with  much  of  artificial  borrowed  out¬ 
ward  fanclity,  when  nurfed  by  enthufiaflic  fu- 
perftition,  when  fed  by  a  complete  drain  of  the 
vital  refource  of  a  nation,  when  cherifhed  by 
the  blind  ignorance  or  thoughtlefs  levity  of  the 
people,  and  when  maintained  and  fupported 
by  a  combination  of  the  exaCled  wealth  and 
overbearing  power  of  a  numerous  and  formi¬ 
dable  body  of  priefthood. 

With  fuch  the  truly  promenant  requififies 
(ft  this  higl;  holy  church,  well  may  it  feem 
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Grange  at  firlt  fight  to  every  difinterefted  and 
unbiaffed  obferver,  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
*  eflablifhment  fhould  prevail  in  any  confequen- 
tial  degree,  in  thofe  parts  of  the  globe  where 
arts  and  literature  have  once  eftablifhed  them- 
felves. 

But  the  prejudicial  and  ruinous  effefl  that 
the  expofure  of  thefe  enormities  naturally  carries 
with  it,  has  been  wifely  forefeen,  cautioufly 
guarded  again!!,  and  endeavoured  to  be  coun- 
terafled  in  the  adtual  formation  of  the  fyflem; 
by  which  means  it  fbill  continues  to  fhine  forth, 
one  of  the  two  principal  extant  models  of  de¬ 
votion;  to  account  for  this  however  more  par¬ 
ticularly,  the  following  considerations  mufl  be 
held  up  to  view : 

Fir!t. — The  force  of  ancient  cuflom,  prevail¬ 
ing  habit,  and  the  powerful  impreffion  of  the 
early  imbibed  prejudice  of  youth. 

Secondly. — The  crafty  fyftem  of  principles 
formed  in  fubtile  forefight,  purpofely  to  take 
advantage  of  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature, 
by  drawing  forth  the  proteflion  of  the  rich  and 
powerful,  whofe  caufe  and  intercfl:  it  highly 
ftrengthens  at  the  expence  of  the  general  mul- 
C  2  titude,’ 
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titude,  whofe  ignorance  and  poverty  can  be  of 
no  fervice,  and  are  therefore  entailed  upon  them 
as  a  further  fund  of  fecurity  to  this  otherwife 
infecure  religion. 

Thirdly. — Its  aptitude  on  this  and  other  ac¬ 
counts  for  abfolute  monarchy,  on  the  fame 
principle  attaching  even  princes  as  well  as  fub- 
jects. 

Fourthly.  That  in  the  minutie  it  no  doubt  in¬ 
culcates  virtue  in  general,  produces  good  order, 
and  (excepting  on  occafions  where  the  intrigue- 
ing  and  perverted  fpirit  of  the  Holy  Fathers  feel 
their  interell  touched,)  promotes  the  defirable 
blcfiing  of  peace  and  harmony. 

Fifthly  and  Laflly. — That  it  alfo  as  certain¬ 
ly  leads  the  foul  and  body  (when  duly  ob- 
ferved)  to  prefent  and  future  happinefs,  the  great 
and  glorious  end  of  all  religion  whatever. — 
From  thefe  caufes,  it  has  been  handed  down 
from  times  of  ignorance  to  the  prefent  period 
of  more  liberal  knowledge;  and  Hill  continues 
in  fpite  of  the  many  palpable  defe£ts  and  ab- 
furdities  to  be  reverenced  and  idolized  by  many 
millions  of  people,  who  receive  it  infenfibly  as 
cuflom  has  tranfmitted  it  to  them,  with  all 

its 
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its  imperfections  flaring  them  in  the  face,  with¬ 
out  bellowing  one  determined  thought,  either 
upon  its  evil  or  beneficial  tendency,  as  to  its 
political  worldly  confluences;  they  perceive 
a  moral  good  to  arife  from  it,  which  to  them  is 
a  fufficient  reafon  to  purfue  the  footfleps  of 
their  anceflors,  regardlefs  of  thefe  earthly,  but 
highly  important  and  neceffary  confiderations, 
which  however  it  is  acknowledged  may  be  be¬ 
yond  the  fphere  of  general  comprehenfion,  and 
totally  againfl  the  interefl  of  their  fuperiors  to 
point  out. 

But  certain  it  undoubtedly  is,  that  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  religion  has  loft  much,  very  much 
of  its  over-ftrained  power,  and  has  declined 
exaflly  in  proportion  to  the  improvement  of 
each  particular  country  wherein  it  is  followed; 
neither  is  it  abfolutely  improbable  but  that  it 
may  continue  to  do  fo,  until  ultimately  the 
papal  throne  of  magnificent  fumptuous  ambi¬ 
tion,  becomes  the  ridiculous  mockery  of  its 
former  devotees ;  fuperftition,  craft  and  bigotrv; 
will  a  flu  redly  be  found  out-weighed  by  con¬ 
viction;  mankind  as  their  eyes  open  will  by 
degrees  feel  out  their  myfterious  benefits,  and 

thefe 
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thcfe  long  ufed  delufive  religious  errors  will 
gradually  abate,  and  at  length  evaporate  and 
difperfe,  like  foul  flagnated  air  by  the  falubri- 
ous  breeze;  leaving  in  its  place  an  azure  fereni- 
ty,  through  which  to  view  with  eafe  pleafure 
and  admiration,  the  glorious  works  and  ordi¬ 
nances  of  an  all-feeing,  all-wife  and  all-powerful 
Creator. 

Having  now  (lightly  furveyed  the  Roman 
Catholic  foundation,  as  to  its  inaptitude  to  dil- 
penfe  the  beneficial  bleffing  of  prelent  imme¬ 
diate  advantage  in  true  and  juft  meafure  from 
the  higheft  to  the  low  eft,  (which  fliould  always 
be,  though  a  fccondary,  yet  a  very  principal 
object  to  be  aimed  at  in  every  religion)  and 
having  (hewn  that  the  original  intent  ot  fpread- 
ino-  and  extending  it  as  the  univerfal  religion  of 
the  globe,  is  as  vain  and  nugatory  as  it  would 
be  highly  prejudicial,  by  dillance  from  the  feat 
of  government  to  much  the  greater  part  of  its 
inhabitants;  and  as  it  is  intended  in  the  courfe 
the  fucceeding  difcullion,  to  confider  the  political 
injuries  attending  it,  both  by  the  defpotic  fway 
and  controul  it  maintains  over  its  vaffal  nations, 
as  well  as  the  conflant  drain  of  their  wealth  (an 

effectual 
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effectual  bar  to  induftry)  necefiary  to  its  pomp, 
aggrandizement,  and  even  to  its  exigence;  it  is 
now  time  to  proceed  to  a  companion  of  the  next- 
principal  extant  order  of  religion. 

The  Proteflant  eflablifhment  according  to 
the  church  of  England. 

Here  then  (pofitively  diverted  of  all  narrow 
degrading  pr  judice';  the  field  feems  amply  to 
open  to  general  perception  in  every  direction, 
prefenting  to  view  a  model  infinitely  more  con- 
fonant  with  the  divine  will  of  the  immortal 
Judge,  in  as  much  as  it  is  more  conformable  to 
rtri£t  jullice  and  right  reafon,  better  calculated 
to  preferve  to  every  defencelefs  individual  the 
natural  in-born  rights  of  man;  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  takes  not  ought  from  authority,  but  when 
properly  enforced,  happily  tends  to  blend  and 
combine  the  whole  in  uniform  virtuous  fraterni- 
ty;  a  model  approaching  much  nearer  to  perfec¬ 
tion,  comprehendingthat  noble  compound  of 
moral  and  civil  good,  never  to  be  derived  but 
through  a  well  formed  bafis,  grounded  on  prin¬ 
ciples  of  reciprocal  liberality  and  enlightened 
wifdom,  ftrictly  according  with  the  divine  pre¬ 
cepts  of  Scripture. 
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In  order  however  to  eftablifh  this  affertion, 
it  will  be  expedient  to  reduce  the  proofs  to  thefe 
three  leading  heads : 

Firfl — as  to  the  obvious  religious  benefits  of 
futurity  to  which  it  cffedlually  conduces. 

Next — the  prefcnt  immediate  benefits  of  this 
life  to  the  univerfality  of  mankind  alike  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  where  followed. 

And  Laftly — the  folid  advantage  and  affifU 
ance  it  affords  to  every  government  whatever 
that  adopts  it. 

The  firh  of  thefe  will  be  cafily  afcertained  by- 
comparing  the  actual  indruction  held  forth  to 
the  people,  by  thefe  two  different  orders  of 
religion. 

The  Roman  Catholic  prayers  and  public 
fervice  has  been  ufually  written  and  delivered 
in  the  Latin  tongue,  a  dead  language  not  com¬ 
pletely  underflood  by  four-fifths,  nay  it  may 
be  faidby  nine-tenths  of  thefe  infatuated  people; 
for  what  other  can  they  be  called  who  kneel  at 
a  fhrine,  where  darknefs  all  to  them  prevails 
inflead  of  light,  where  all  is  myflery  above  their 
comprehenfion,  where  they  are  taught  to  ufe 
words  without  knowing  the  fubftancc,  where 

they 
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they  hear  but  do  not  underhand,  and  where 
they  fee  yet  perceive  not  the  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  motives  for  thefe  intentional  obfcurities. 

The  grand  aim  of  all  which  is,  fecretly  to  keep 
the  people  in  ignorance  and  the  priefthood  en¬ 
lightened. 

To  this  effect,  there  is  held  forth  an  outward 
feeming  commendable  encouragment  oflearning 
(much  too  commonly  fuppofed  to  center  entirely 
in  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Latin,  a  dead 
language;)  but  in  fact  under  this  fpecious  dif- 
guile,  the  priefthood  artfully  retain  the  ftaff  of 
blind  fuperiority  in  their  own  hands,  thereby 
creating  themfelves  bright  luminaries  to  fhine 
with  greater  fplendour,  in  proportion  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  darknefs  of  the  veil  they  call  upon  the 
multitude;  who  thus  throwing  themfelves  of 
neceflity,  upon  the  confpicuous  and  apparently 
difinterefted  fagacity  of  their  father  confeffors, 
are  the  more  eafily  led  to  the  full  purpofes  of 
thofe  whom  they  implicitly  believe  to  be  wife 
and  holy  men ;  and  thefe  their  purpofes,  are 
idently  to  work  all  by  the  attraftive  pleafant 
delufion  of  high  and  folemn  pomp,  imprefting 
ftfongly  upon  the  mind  reverential  awe,  pro- 
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ducHve  of  that  rooted  favourable  fuperflition  and 
bigoted  zeal,  into  which  their  congregations 
are  entrapped,  even  as  it  were  by  a  magical 
charm,  without,  generally  fpeaking,  knowing 
why  or  wherefore:  hearing  orations,  of  which 
they  only  know  the  general  purport,  in  an  un- 
intelligable  language,  made  by  thefe  reverend 
men,furrounded  with  all  their  fumptuaus  para¬ 
phernalia,  ferves  as  well  to  raife  the  ideas  of  the 
people  to  idolilm  amounting  to  idiotifin,  as  it 
ferves  at  the  fame  time  to  extol  and  magnify 
their  holinelfes  in  their  eyes,  to  the  exalted 
hate  of  fo  many  Demi  Gods. 

Can  any  fa£l  be  more  (trikingly  ridiculous, 
than  that  of  a  fcnfible  man  receiving  the  abfo- 
lution  of  his  fins  from  one  of  thefe,  who  when 
fliippcd  of  his  habit  of  wifdom,  and  nakedly  ex- 
pofed,  is  perhaps  his  inferior  in  underftanding, 
his  inferior  in  ftrength,  his  inferior  in  virtue,  his 
inferior  in  godlinefs,  and  his  inferior  in  every 
qualification  and  accompiifhmcnt  that  adorns 
human  nature?  egredious  folly!  too  barefaced 
to  pafs  without  the  moll  marked  and  highly- 
merited  ccnfurc.  s 
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Where  then  is  the  inftruCtion  conveyed  by 
this  mighty  boafted  religion  ?  Where  the  ac¬ 
ceptable  offering  to  Almighty  God  of  the  heart 
devoted  to  his  will  through  an  intimate  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  fatherly  love  and  merciful  kindnefs  ? 
and  where  is  the  full  proof  obvious  to  the  fenfes, 
that  {trikes  home  to  the  feelings  of  nature,  and 
bears  down  all  oppofition  ?  Alas  !  in  lieu  of  this 
forcible  conviction,  the  Roman  Catholic  rites 
fubftitute  magnificent  fhew,  gaudy  attractions, 
fpecious  delufion,  folemn  ceremony,  and  myffe- 
rious  worfhip;  rather  beguiling  their  flock  into 
morality,  than  laudably  teaching  and  enftilling 
into  their  minds,  the  virtuous  doftrines  of  the 
duties  of  life  and  god-like  devotion ;  whereby 
their  devotees  become  in  a  manner  deprived  of 
the  folid  intrinfic  merit  of  acting  from  them- 
felves  upon  rational  motives,  but  are  in  a  man¬ 
ner  negatively  drawn  to  virtue,  upon  a  ground 
neither  by  any  means  fo  clear  nor  fo  meritori¬ 
ous,  and  therefore  of  courfe  in  alefs  degree  en¬ 
titled  to  the  promifed  glorious  reward  of  futu¬ 
rity;  the  reward  of  benevolence,  fortitude,  ab- 
flinence,  and  moral  rectitude,  proceeding  from 
the  immediate  fountain  of  an  innate  principle 
tjnd  greatnefs  of  foul. 

D  2 
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Now  furvey  the  Proteftant  practice  as  to  the 
point  in  queftion — this  embraces  the  fame  ob- 
jed  by  means  totally  different  from  the  former. 

It  will  no  doubt  univerfally  be  allowed,  *that 
in  all  public  worlhip,  there  fhould  be  a  flridi 
attention  to  majeftic  form  and  the  mofl  reve¬ 
rential  decent  demeanour,  neither  fhould  there 
be  wanting  the  innocent  agreeable  attraaions  of 
folemn  hymn,  pfalm,  or  facred  chaunt,  more  or 
lefs  refined  according  to  the  tafte  of  the  audi¬ 
tors;  which  all  combined  promotes  a  proper 
attention,  and  tends  in  a  moderate  degree  to  in- 
fpire  the  mind  with  a  fublimc  fervency  fuitable 
to  the  high  occafion. 

Thus  far  and  no  farther  is  enjoined  and  en¬ 
forced  as  the  ufage  of  the  Proteftant  church,  in, 
as  full  ample  and  finifiied  a  manner  as  can  pofii- 
bly  be  required  by  any  reafonable  mortal ;  yet 
at  the  fame  time  wifely  drawing  the  line,  fo  as 
to  exclude  the  pernicious  taint  of  fupcrftition, 
and  leaving  the  underftanding  perfectly  free  to 
judge  calmly  and  collcdledly  of  the  Divine 
Oracles  about  to  be  explained. — Under  thefe 
mild  obfervances,  the  congregation  offer  up  to 
Almighty  God  a  form  of  prayer,  fo  thoughtfully 
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calculated  as  to  contain  the  wants,  neceflities  and 
uniform  dehres  of  every  individual  of  them,  and 
this  not  only  in  their  native  language  but  in  a 
compohtion  and  ftyle  ftrongly  impreffive,  and 
ftrikingly  fublime — After  which  there  is  deli¬ 
vered  an  explanation  of  the  parables  didates 
and  intricacies  of  the  Scripture  by  men  of  mo¬ 
deration,  limited,  bound,  and  conftrained,  not 
to  miflead  the  attentive  ear,  but  to  inftrud  and 
perfed  the  multitude  in  all  heavenly  and 
earthly  maxims  of  wifdom,  that  may  every  way 
conduce  to  their  prefent  happinefs  in  tranquil 
pleafurable  peace,  harmony,  and  enjoyment, 
as  well  as  molt  effedually  lead  their  fouls,  by 
due  obfervation,  to  the  great  indivineable  glo¬ 
rious  hate  of  future  blifs,  the  firft  and  grand 
objed  of  all  religion. 

Here  is  neither  to  be  found  guile  or  delufion, 
all  fair,  open,  candid  and  liberal ;  every  fyllable 
underftood,  every  line  open  to  the  difcuffion  of 
a  free  unbiaffed  judgment,  and  every  fentence 
forcing  itfelf  naturally  and  rationly  upon  the 
intelledual  faculties,  carrying  unanfwerable 
rooted  and  heavenly  convidion  to  the  mind. 

The 
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The  head  of  difcuflion  next  in  courfe  is,  “The 
prefent  immediate  benefits  of  this  life  that  mufl 
inevitably  accrue  to  mankind  in  general,  by  an 
adoption  of  the  Proteflant  religion  in  any  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  globe  whatever.” 

Comparifon  has  been  chofen  as  the  cleared: 
method  to  point  out  thefe  advantages  in  their 
merited  lufire;  good  and  ill  being  in  themfclvcs 
relative  and  comparative,  from  which  caufc  the 
repetition  of  a  foregoing  obfervation  becomes 
rather  neceffary  and  applicable — “  1  hat  the  pa¬ 
pal  throne  in  its  origin,  aimed  at  no  lefs  than 
the  direction  of  religion  in  every  kingdom,  na¬ 
tion,  and  country  througout  the  world.” 

How  vain  the  attempt  mufl  lo  forcibly  11  like 
every  reader  as  to  require  but  little  comment;  it 
cannot  but  be  evident  that  the  power  of  all  go¬ 
vernment  and  bodies  of  men  is  confined  to  fpacc, 
and  his  holinefs  the  Pope  allowing  no  competi¬ 
tor,  of  courfe  fixes  one  only  feat  of  diicdlion, 
filled  by  himfelf,  and  therefore  is  this  religion  in 
its  nature  circumfcribed  to  thole  kingdoms  only 
adjacent  to  that  central  fpot,  and  not  calculated 
for  the  generality  of  the  world ;  for  it  is  wed 
known  at  the  extremities  ol  large  empires  fingly, 

:n  thofe  parts  remote  from  the  fource  of  power, 
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that  the  adminiftration  even  of  common  lav's 
andjuftice  is  for  the  moll  part  comparatively 
weak,  by  how  much  more  fo  mud  not  the  caufe 
of  this  religion  fuffer,  when  it  includes  under  its 
authority  feveral  empires,  the  extent  of  one  of 
which  alone  would  be  perhaps  fufficiently  dif¬ 
ficult  to  guide  to  virtue  and  regularity,  from  the 
iffue  of  fuch  fingle  feat  of  diredion  ;  but  once 
extended  beyond  thefe  its  fpherical  limits,  it  be¬ 
comes  ineffective,  and  counting  fpace,  nine  parts 
in  ten  of  the  globe  muff  materially  fuffer,  was 
it  poflible  to  propagate  it  univerfallyj  for  priefts, 
like  other  men,  fail  in  duty  juft  as  their  refpon- 
fibility  is  diftant,  and  act  accordingly  from 
themfelves  and  for  themfelves. 

It  is  true  this  church  may  convey  the  im¬ 
mediate  prefent  benefits  of  peace  2nd  order  to 
mankind  within  its  immediate  circle;  but  how- 
does  it  effed,  this  ?  not  by  opening  the  eyes  of 
the  people  generally  to  their  own  intereft,  but 
through  the  means  retained  of  contenting  the 
rich  and  opulent  (who  can  at  pleafure  purchafe 
abfolution,  the  artful  feal  of  facerdotal  ftrength, 
for  words,  ads  and  deeds  of  atrocity,  however 
unjuft  or  impious,  through  the  never  failing 
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medium  of  their  all  alluring  gold)  and  by  an 
influence  exerted  in  fupporting  thefe  fuperiors 
in  the  full  flow  of  their  authority  over  the  nu¬ 
merous  multitude,  who  are  firffc  weakened  and 
rendered  harmlefs  by  poverty,  and  then  their 
fpirit  deftroyed,  they  are  eafily  Immbled  to 
fubmit  without  reflflance  to  the  galling  yoke, 
however  arbitrary  or  tyrannous. 

Thus,  allowing  no  middle  flate  of  confe- 
qucnce,  does  it  enforce  the  benefit  of  peace  and 
order  to  their  diflridts,  if  benefit  it  can  be  called 
when  cfFcdtcd  by  fuch  ignoble  means. 

IIow  unlike  to  this  is  the  Proteftant  church 
when  traced  on  the  fame  fcore  ? 

\ 

Here  is  a  regular,  orderly  body  of  clergy,  as 
elegant  in  literature,  as  accomplifhcd  in  man¬ 
ners,  as  profound  in  fcience  to  the  full  as  the 
former;  endowed  with  ample  power  of  difpen- 
flng  to  the  community  of  their  feveral  appoint¬ 
ments  thefe  falutary  advantages,  by  a  full  dif- 
play  of  learning  and  information  calculated  to 
inftrucl  and  edify,  but  fo  compofed  as  to  be  ge¬ 
nerally  underflood,  and  to  accord  with  the  ca- 
pacities  of  their  hearers;  improving  and  fitting 
them  to  become  ufeful  members  of  fociety. — 
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Tills  is  enjoined  in  the  duty  of  clergymen  and 
required  at  their  hands ;  beyond  which  the  eftab- 
liffiment  is  rendered  wholly  inoffenfive  and  in¬ 
capable  when  duly  attended  to,  of  the  fmalleft 
general  injury  —  the  wife  union  of  church 
and  Hate  molt  happily  effects  the  great  purpofe 
of  moderating  their  power,  which  was  the  for¬ 
mer  to  be  fet  above  the  latter,  as  in  the  Catholic 
order,  would  inftantly  be  done  away,  and  at 
once  deprive  this  charming  ftrufture  of  its  prin¬ 
cipal  and  elfential  ornament ;  for  too  true  it  is, 
and  fuch  is  Nature’s  misfortune,  that  without 
fome  controul,  man  left  to  himfelf  will  always 
deviate  more  or  lefs  from  the  rule  of  right  and 
prey  upon  the  previleges  of  others. 

Thus  with  godlinefs,  is  at  the  fame  time  ef- 
tablifhed,  both  the  improvement  of  the  mind 
and  order  in  the  conduct  of  the  general  mafs 
of  people,  and  thus  is  it  effefted  without  the 
leaf!  ill  confequence  to  derogate  ought  from  the 

merit  of  this  inflitution. 

However  to  complete  the  fyftem,  tne  excel¬ 
lent  authority,  the  finifhing  hand  of  example, 
has  been  well  affixed,  in  order  to  preferve  a 
beneficial  regularity  in  the  manners,  liie,  del i— 

e  very 
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tcvy  and  do£lrines  of  the  clergy,  by  the  prudent 
creation  of  bifhops,  to  acl  in  diocefes  of  fuch 
bounds  only  that  all  enormities  may  fall  under 
their  obfervarice,  and  of  fuch  fulheient  number 
as  the  extent  of  kingdom  makes  neceffary  to 
comprize  and  comprefs  the  whole  in  confpicu- 
ous  regular  uniformity. 

This  creation  is  likewife  doubly  ferviceable; 
for  the  privilege  of  this  appointment  not  cen¬ 
tering  in  the  clergy,  but  in  a  branch  of  the 
Icgillature,  deriving  no  pofhblc  advantage  from 
any  impurity  or  illegal  flretch  of  their  preroga¬ 
tive,  and  being  chofen  from  and  conferred  upon 
thofc  of  the  order  who  eminently  fhine  forth 
fuperior  in  virtue,  in  talents,  in  accomplifh- 
ments,  and  in  all  the  requifite  abilities;  it  be¬ 
comes  at  once  an  obje£l  of  emulation  flimula- 
tive  of  the  nobleli  purpofes,  and  every  way 
advantageous  both  to  them  and  the  public. 

from  this  creation  too  proceeds  in  a  great 
meafure  the  pointed  aptitude  of  the  Protcflant 
religion,  wherever  adopted,  to  confer  and  dif- 
penfe  the  like  benefits  with  an  equal  good  cflFcdf, 
throughout  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  globe 
whatfoever — for  it  is  evident  that  this  divifion 
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of  any  country  into  certain  convenient  fpaces 
called  diocefes,  feperately  fuperintended  by 
bifhops  thus  appointed,  is  alike  every  where 
calculated  to  produce  the  fame  proportionate 
degree  of  morality  and  order,  when  combined 
with  an  ecclefiaftical  court  of  principle,  formed 
in  due  fympathy  with  native  laws. 

That  the  rude  or  enlightened  (late  of  a  people 
may  affect  the  pofitive,  but  not  at  all  the  rela¬ 
tive  degree,  is  doubtlefs  ;  the  fentiments,  the  dif- 
couvfe,  the  language  of  a  native,  will  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places  fuit  and  befit  the  native  capa¬ 
city,  whether  ignorant  or  refined,  and  there¬ 
fore  propagate  as  much  of  good  to  either,  as 
the  common  underftanding  is  capable  of  recei¬ 
ving  or  retaining;  whereas  fpeaking  to  the  rude, 
(as  an  emilfary  of  the  court  of  Rome)  in  the 
language  of  the  refined  or  fpeaking  to  the  en¬ 
lightened  in  the  language  of  the  ignorant,  the 
intent  is  deflroyed,  and  the  efficacy  at  once 
loft  in  a  labyrinth  of  confufion,  perplexity  or 
derifion — not  but  that  the  paftors  fhould  be 
every  where  men  of  fuch  fuperior  learning  and 
intellects,  as  to  give  improvement  to  their  flock, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  degree  of  it  will  na- 
E  2  turally 
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tu rally  be  confined,  as  it  is  alfo  better  fuited  to. 
the  different  ffate  of  improvement  of  each  par¬ 
ticular  country;  wherefore  however  uncivilized 
or  barbarous,  or  however  brilliant  in  refine¬ 
ment,  the  Protcftant  religion  is  clearly  adapted 
for  either. 

Further  confider  that  this  church  is  guarded, 
protected,  and  in  fome  mcafure  regulated  by  the 
particular  legiffature  of  any  particular  country 
or  kingdom,  folely  and  wholly  independant  of 
an)-  foreign  power,  intereftedly  to  interfere  or 
jealouffy  to  interrupt  a  reigning  harmony;  alfo 
that  by  the  internal  regulation  of  its  fpiritual 
court,  which  fhould  always  bear  an  analogy  to 
the  code  of  cftablilhcd  laws,  it  becomes  diredtly 
completed  either  for  monarchial,  ariftocralical, 
democratical,  or  a  blended  government  of  what 
nature  foever. 

Thus  in  ihe  wifdom  of  its  foundation  is  it 
equally  and  generally  formed  for  the  common 
benefit  of  the  whole  colledlive  race  of  man. 

The  laft  arguments  that  will  be  ufed  to  fhew 
ihe  fuperiority  of  the  proteftant  over  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  religion,  will  be  now  confined  to 
the  political  benefits  that  muff  always  accrue  to 
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any  and  every  kingdom  that  adopts  the  for¬ 
mer. 

According  to  the  degree  of  unconfined  know¬ 
ledge  fpread  and  difperfed  around  by  any  par¬ 
ticular  mode  of  worlhip,  fo  does  the  minds  of 
the  people  emanate,  and  therewith  take  into 
view  an  enlarged  fphere  of  political  advantage, 
multiplying  and  keeping  pace  in  exatt  propor¬ 
tion  thereto;  even  as  wifdom  furpaffes  and  rifes 
fuperior  to  folly  and  ignorance. 

By  the  exertion  of  induftiy  in  the  lower  clafs, 
of  trade  and  commerce  in  tne  middle  clafs,  of 
order  well  maintained,  and  a  life  of  good  ex¬ 
amp. e  in  the  higO  r  clafs,  it  is  that  a  nation  be¬ 
comes  populous,  refpectable,  rich  and  powerful. 

On  the  contrary,  the  mind  as  it  verges  to¬ 
wards  the  ignorant  Hate  of  nature,  perceives 
the  lefs  thefe  advantages  and  leans  to  all 
things  in  common,  or  in  other  words  to  theft, 
rapine,  murder,  adultery,  inceft,  and  the  great 
train  of  human  evils;  wherefore  the  hufband- 
man  then  employs  not  the  labourer,  neither 
does  he  till,  uncertain  of  reaping  to  himfelf  the 
produce ;  the  manufacturer  and  mechanic  pro¬ 
duce  neither  elegancies  or  conveniences,  uncer¬ 
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tain  of  their  reward ;  the  merchant  requires  not 
the  navigator,  not  knowing  whither  to  export 
or  from  whence  to  import  ;  and  thus  for  a 
people  to  be  ignorant  is  at  one  and  the  fame 
time  to  be  impotent. 

That  this  confequent  necefFary  enlargement 
of  the  underfianding  is  e  lie  fled  in  a  very  con¬ 
fined  and  partial  degree  by  the  Catholic  church, 
has  been  already  fet  forth,  and  therefore  needs 
only  this  further  comment:  that  it  is  not  by  tn- 
flruding  the  fuperior,  and  already  opulent  clafs 
of  a  date  (according  to  the  cuftom  of  this 
religion)  that  a  nation  rifes  to  power,  but  infi¬ 
nitely  more  from  an  attention  to  the  other  two 
inferior  though  confequential  ranks,  fuitable  to. 
their  feveral  capacities,  and  fuch  as  may  lead 
them  infenfibly  to  the  general  good. 

Next  to  be  conftdercd  is  the  great  expence, 
ncccffary  to  fupport  the  ufual  pomp  of  this 
ambitious  church  in  all  its  high  magnificence, 
thereby  direfily  weakening  the  refource  of  na¬ 
tional  contributions,  as  xvcll  as  indireflly  in  its 
conlequences,  by  taking  from  each  individual 
too  great  a  proportion  of  his  hire,  enervating 
the  fpirit  of  the  people  to  lethargic  indolence — 
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odd  to  this  the  impolitic  and  abfurd  idea  eh- 
couraged  and  promulgated,  of  leaving  oreat 
wealth  to  their  monafiic  inflitutions  for  the 
benefit  of  the  idle,  locking  up,  and  rendering 
ufelefs  both  the  numbers,  treafure  and  ftrength 
of  a  country. 

Now  advert  to  the  abjeft  fubmiffion  required 
by  the  high  and  holy  fee  of  Rome,  from  every 
potentate  however  mighty,  however  fuperiorin 
power,  under  the  penalty  of  incurring  the  moft 
horrible  imprecations,  (the  fcandal,  the  fcorn  of 
human  nature  j  of  incurring  revengeful  ven¬ 
geance,  daikly  to  be  accomplifhed  through  the 
means  of  its  feveral  dependants,  foolilhljTled  in 
bondage  to  be  blindly  fubfervient  to  her  own 
purpofes  think  of  the  artful  political  interefled 
intrigues  of  a  court  fo  weakly  founded  in  itfelf, 
how  neceffary  and  natural  it  is  in  all  advice  and 
interference,  to  make  herfelf  the  flrft  and  the 
vafial  only  a  fecondary  objeft,  promoting  war 
and  enmity  as  bell  fuits  her  own  views;  and 
it  will  be  iinpofiible  not  to  own  but  that  fuch 
allumcd  authority  and  fway  over  any  kingdom 
by  a  foreign  power,  mull  be  ultimately  and  gc- 
neially  prejudicial  to  the  common  interell, 
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more  efpecially  when  into  the  account  is  taken 
the  fum  of  money  raifed  upon  and  extorted 
from  the  internal  circulation,  to  be  lent  abroad 
for  the  aggrandizement  of  this  lordly  court. 

Indeed  it  clearly  appears  that  all  thefe  fa  els 
in  the  whole  from  firft  to  lad,  are  every  way 
injurious  to  the  happy  and  profperous  govern¬ 
ment  of  any  kingdom  or  fet  of  people  upon  the 
earth. 

It  may  not  however  on  fome  occafions  be  fo 
to  thofe  kings,  princes  and  rulers,  who  in  a  mil- 
guided  path  of  innovation  purfue  their  private 
happinefs  in  giving  a  loofe  to  wild  inordinate 
paflions,  and  who  merely  conlulting  their  own 
hcad-llrong  will  or  pleafurej  leek  every  fell 

i 

gratification,  regardlefs  of  the  Ipoils  and  oppref- 
lion  of  their  people:  to  thefe  it  is  true;  as  well 
as  to  thofe  who  luccced  to  hereditary  leats  of 
arbitrary  defpotifm,  it  may  afford  lome  alfif- 
tance  ;  indeed  the  peculiar  grand  charadterillic 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  eflablifhment,  is,  that  it 
ftrongly  favours  the  tyrant's  Iway  over  fubjects 
whole  pitiable  cries  lor  mercy  are  too  dillant 
to  reach,  draw  to  their  protc£lon,  or  afledt  tlie 
ear  of  the  court  oi  Rome  ;  neverthelefs  not  too 

diftant 
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diftant  to  receive  annual  emolument  and  com- 
penfatroy  adulation  from  the  defpot’s  authority  : 
fo  are  thefe  powers  politically  bound  together  by 
one  great  chain,  the  bane  to  the  natural  privi¬ 
leges  of  man,  that  a  fingle  link  of  which  broken, 
probably  dellroys  the  one  and  eventually  wea¬ 
kens  the  other;  and  therefore  the  authority  of 
this  religion  may  on  fome  occafions  (though  it 
is  hoped  they  feldom  exift)  be  exercifed  for  in- 
tereft  fake  to  the  moll  prejudicial,  nay  even 

iniquitous  purpofes. 

/ 

In  the  further  continuation  of  this  compara¬ 
tive  difcufuon,  on  the  political  advantages  to 
all  Hates  derived  from  an  adoption  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion,  the  head,  of  argument  will  be 
more  immediately  applied  to  that  eltablifument 
only. 

To  fay  at  once  that  it  is  direclly  the  oppofke 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  would  be  in- 
Hantly  compriCng  nearly  every  requifite  recom¬ 
mendation;  but  in  order  to  raife  a  tower  of 
Hrength  that  will  brave  the  rude  ftorm  and  go 
hand  in  hand  with  time,  it  is  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
ceed  by  regular  gradations : 

F 
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Fir  ft  look  upon  the  Proteftant  order,  as  an 
inftitution  founded  to  draw  forth  a  people  from 
gloomy  darknefs  into  dazling  light,  opening 
by  natural  degrees  their  eyes,  (that  would  be 
totally  overpowered  by  too  fudden  a  glare,) 
until  time  flrall  give  them  ftrength  to  behold 
the  enchanting  field  of  comprehenfive  know¬ 
ledge  laid  open  to  their  view:  every  individual 
benefiting  juftly  and  equally,  according  to  the 
inborn  gifts  of  their  retentive  faculties,  until 
perfected  in  every  focial  virtue,  they  become 
orderly  members  of  the  community,  capable  of 
comprehending  the  advantages  arifing  from 
each  feperate  purfuit  in  life,  and  of  profpering 
thereby ;  and  thus  by  the  wife  fyftem  and  ex¬ 
ample,  and  by  the  enlightening  doctrines  of  this 
church,  are  they  endowed  with  reflefling  pow¬ 
ers  and  fufficient  abilities  to  form  for  themfelves 
a  sood  and  efficent  government;  and  thus  does 
the  profperity  of  the  people  ftrengthen  that  go¬ 
vernment  and  add  importance  to  their  native 
country. 

This  profperity  (the  joint  fruit  of  induftry, 
agriculture,  trade  and  commerce,  purfued  with 
vigour  and  ability)  being  diretted  by  this  well 
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acquired  knowledge  of  each  particular  branch; 
and  free  from  the  draw-backs  of  religious  ex- 
tortion,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  produces  opu¬ 
lence,  joins  with  it  generally  a  high  increafe  of 
population,  forming  thereby  a  more  extended 
and  ample  ground  for  the  neceffary  refources 
of  a  powerful  government. 

The  fafeguard  of  a  nation  when  thus  arrived 
at  ftrength  and  opulence,  is  firft,  internal  order 
and  regularity  without  oppreffion;  and  next,  the 
preferring  itfelf  fo  far  unbialfed  and  fo  com¬ 
pletely  uncontrouled  by  the  ambition  or  fordid 
interefl  of  foreign  power,  that  it  may  at  all 
times*be  free  to  follow  the  dictates  of  right  rea- 
fon,  fo  as  neither  to  be  led  into  error  Or 
menaced  into  injuftice. 

The  firft  of  thefe  it  is  the  peculiar  bleffing  of 
the  Proteftant  religion  wifely  to  enjoin  and 
mildly  to  enforce,  by  the  very  principle  on 
which  it  is  founded — that  of  a  church  in  happy 
contact  with  the  ftate,  and  not  Upon  the 
ruinous  principle  of  church  above  ftate. 

The  former  principle  carries  with  it  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  fenfes  fo  clearly,  as  to  pronounce 
it  decidedly  preferable  to  the  latter  on  every 
F  2  ground 
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ground  of  good  policy ;  and  in  Hating  the  par¬ 
ticular  inftances,  it  will  be  needlefs  to  fpeak  of 
both  feperately,  as  whatever  is  advanced  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  one  mull  of  courfe  difparage  the 
other,  and  fo  vice  verfa. 

By  placing  the  church  above  the  hate  then, 
is  thrown  an  unlimited  prodigious  power  into  a 
Very  numerous  body  of  people;  and  as  fuch 
power  fo  unconfined  will  ever  be  extended  and 
prejudicially  exerted,  it  follows,  that  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  fuch  their  number,  fo  will  be  the  bane 
of  their  influence — it  may  perhaps  be  alkcd, 
why  Humid  not  the  wealth  and  confequence  of 
a  nation  rch  in  the  body  of  clergy  as  well  as  in 
other  nobility  or  fuperiors?  the  anfwer  is,  that 
it  may  juft,  as  properly  center  in  the  military,  in 
the  faculty,  in  the  body  of  merchants,  or  any 
other  particular  trade,  each  of  which  would  be 
equally  wrong;,  to  forehall,  engrofs  and  attatch 
the  good  things  of  this  life  to  any  particular  fet 
of  men,  in  any  fyhem  of  government,  is  highly 
partial,  unprincipled  and  pernicious  : — the  door 
fhould  certainly  be  left  open  for  fhining  genius, 
for  fuperior  abilities  in  whatever  line,  for  exem¬ 
plary  goodnefs,  and  for  honeft,  able,  lucccsful 

induflry  ; 
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induftry;  each  fhould  fhare  as  merit  point  j 
them  out  -.—from  thefe  even  hereditary  nobi¬ 
lity  will  receive  no  contamination,  for  from 
thefe  they  fhou'd  originally  be  formed;  creat- 
mg  thereby  an  a^piiing  dilpofition  and  general 
emulation,  produ&ive  of  the  belt  political  fer^. 
vices;  but  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  when  a  parti¬ 
cular  body  of  men  are  invefted  with  divine 
legiflative  and  regal  authority  together,  they 
will  fo  crufh  cramp  and  fetter  a  people  to  pre¬ 
fer  that  authority,  that  the  confequent  effect 
muft  ultimately  difpirit  and  weaken  the  whole 
lay  them  open  to  the  in-roads  of  any  invader, 
and  at  once  devote  them  ready  victims  at  the 
mercy  of  a  conqueror. 

This  the  Proteffant  eftablilhment  has  wifely 
forefeen  and  guarded  againft  accordingly,  bv 
thus  happily  blending  church  and  ffate,  that  it 
may  almoft  be  faid  of  the  clergy  as  of  the  King 
of  England:  “They  can  do  no  wrong;  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  are  invefted  with  full  pow¬ 
er  to  do  every  needful  good”— with  this  pro- 
vi To  only,  that  fupinenefs  fuffers  them  not  to 
flray  from  their  conftitutional  credence  and 
forms,  but  that  due  attention  be  had  to  keep 
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them  one  and  all  in  the  right  regular  appointed 
litre  ;  then  will  a  hate  affuredly  feel  the  profpe- 
rous  effects  of  improvement,  in  its  increafed  re¬ 
gularity  and  internal  order,  through  the  means 
of  the  union  and  ahihance  of  this  inimitable 
inhitution. 

Profperity  and  internal  harmony  produced; 
a  further  objed  of  high  political  confequence 
prefents  itfelf  in  the  adoption  of  this  religion; 
which  is  that  of  conflituting  in  every  fuch  go¬ 
vernment,  a  felf  fufficiency,  perfed  compadnefs 
and  folidity,  unfettered  with  the  ignominious 
tlog  of  retarding  doubt  or  deltrudive  apprehen- 
fion,  that  ever  proceed  from  a  continual  dread 
Of  giving  offence  to  a  lordly  mailer,  (the  court 
of  Rome)  but  wholly  free,  as  all  hates  fliould  be; 
to  follow  up  every  advantage  that  policy  or 
fchance  may  throw  open  to  them,  with  that  ad¬ 
mired  independency  of  fpirit  which  conhitutes 
the  effence  of  all  well-direded  governments. 

Next  obferve  with  what  cafe  thefe  political 
advantages  are  obtained  ;  moderation,  the  cha- 
faderihic  of  the  Protehant  church,  fuffers  not 
the  votaries  of  her  fhrine  to  be  burthened  in  any 
ftiape  whatever,  more  than  neceflity  makes 
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needful ;  the  foundation  is  happily  calculated 
to  relieve,  not  to  opprefs ;  and  therefore  are  the 
incumbent  expences  of  its  fupport  as  mild  and 
equitable,  as  is  confiftant  with  the  production 
of  men  capable  of  general  inftrutfion,  in  whom 
fhould  be  found  fuperior  knowledge  and  elo¬ 
quent  accomplifhments,  combined  w’ith  a  ftrift 
induflrious  attention  and  exemplarly  regularity 
of  conduft  ;  fuch  being  the  requifite  qualifica¬ 
tions,  fo  is  there  juftly  eftablifhed  in  the  clergy 
fuitable  feats  of  merit  profit  and  honour 
worthy  of  them,  as  laudible  in  their  object  as 
beneficial  in  their  confequences,  affording  that 
affiftance  to  the  general  order  of  fociety,  highly 
defirable,  whether  taken  in  a  moral  or  politi¬ 
cal  view. 

In  fhort,  to  conclude  the  whole  of  this  com¬ 
parative  argument  in  favor  of  the  Proteftant 
church,  little  more  feems  further  neceffary  than 
to  remark,  that  every  bl  effing,  every  bene  fit,  every 
good  end  that  can  be  propofed  or  expe&ed  from 
a  religion  of  divine  origin  will  ever  be  experienced, 
by  adopting  and  adhering  to  the  faith,  do&rine, 
and  propagation  of  this  heavenly  infiitution, 
replete  with  moral,  univerfal,  prefent,  future, 
and  political  good  to  all  mankind  wherefoever. 

But 
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But  previous  to  a  fixed  determination  on  a 
point  of  fucli  magnitude,  it  may  be  well  to  notice 
that  in  what  has  been  fct  forth  in  the  foregoing 
pages,  there  are  no  points  of  nice  deflinctions,  no 
doubtful  theory,  no  refinements  or  doublings  of 
artful  policy,  but  on  the  contrary  whatever  has 
been  dated  has  for  its  bafis,  fuch  broad,  plain 
and  diredl  lines  that  mult  be  vifible  and  clear 
to  every  undcrltanding,  and  according]}'  bear 
with  it  oltenfible  unerring  proof  to  every  difpaf- 
lionatc  rcafoncr. 

Now  fiifl  ye  reverend  holy  men  of  the  world* 
and  next  ye  individuals  of  the  univerfe  in  gene¬ 
ral,  who  have  a  greatnefs  of  foul  that  nobly 
dares  to  be  impartial,  lay  your  hands  upon  your 
hearts,  and  pronoucc  judgement  on  tilde  twp 
aiuerent  orders  of  religion. 

It  is  a  narrow  confined  principle  that  would 
prompt  a  nation  to  preferve  to  itfelf  a  godly 
blcfling,  to  which  all  mankind  have  a  like  and 
equal  claim  ;  from  a  flrong  fenfe  of  which  it  is 
that  thefe  prececding  flieets  have  been  written, 
free  from  the  intent  of  injuring  any  man  or 

I 

elafs  of  men  whatever  who  may  diner  in  their 
religious  opinions,  but  wholely  and  abfolutely 

from 
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from  a  defire  (if  injury  there  may  feem)  of  com¬ 
municating  and  fubftituting  a  good,  which 
would  infinitely  more  than  outweigh  the  ima¬ 
ginary  evil — therefore  to  every  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  who  may  perchance  be  at  the  trouble  of 
perufing  them*  an  appeal  to  his  candour  and 
liberality  becomes  neceffary;  it  may  very  pro¬ 
bably  in  general  be  thought  too  much  to  expect, 
which  notwithftanding  it  is  but*  juftice  to  re¬ 
quire  of  him,  to  confider  that  it  is  not  the  man 
that  is  cenfured,  but  the  errors  only  of  a  body 
of  which  it  is  true  he  is  a  member;  but  in  this 
cenfure,  however  fevere,  he  will  eafily  perceive 
fo  much  more  of  fervice  to  liimfelf  defined, 
that  however  difficult  to  throw  off  prejudice,  he 
will  furely  make  the  effort,  when  though  even 
his  fentiments  ffiould  not  accord,  he  will  at  leaft 
acquit,  if  not  approve  the  principle. 

As  to  the  prielthood,  it  may  indeed  feem  ex¬ 
orbitant  to  expeft  either  impartiality  or  the 
lhadow  of  concurence  in  thoughts  that  feem 
outwardly  calculated  to  ftrike  at  the  extirpation 
of  their  order ;  bur  even  here  the  cafe  is  not  fo 
defperate  as  may  appear  to  them  at  the  firffc 
glance;  for  it  is  not  by  a  finglc  argumentative 
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appeal,  that  any  fudden  direct  change  can  bd 
wrought  on  the  minds  and  cuftoms  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  people ;  it  is  only  by  flow  gradations  that 
men  are  brought  to  confider  the  prejudices  of 
early  education  and  continued  habit,  either  as 
injurious  or  erroneous:  all  that  can  be  faid  is, 
that  remarks  fuch  as  thefe  may,  to  be  fure,  pof- 
iibly  allift  in  opening  the  eyes  of  a  few,  but  they 
muft  be  long  continued,  repeated,  and  aided  by 
a  number  of  concurrent  circumflances  and 
events  (fuch  as  at  prefent  cxilt  in  France)  to 
bring  over  a  body  of  the  Roman  Catholic  to  the 
Protcllant  church-  and  fhould  even  this  ever  be 
the  cafe,  the  pricflhood  will  long  before  find  the 
bent  and  inclinations  of  the  people,  and  will  if 
they  adt  politically  and  wifely  (as  indeed  they 
will  be  likewife  naturally  induced)  reform  and 
conform  in  opinion,  form  and  doctrine,  to  the 
dictates  of  right  reafon  and  to  the  irrcfiflablc 
voice  of  the  public:  they  will  partake  of  the  tinge 
of  the  times,  and  throw  off  by  degrees  their  an¬ 
cient  fuperfiition,  and  prepare  themfelves  to 
meet  the  fhock,  not  by  ineffedtive  impolitic  It  nig¬ 
gle,  but  as  men  of  brilliant  learning,  of  enlight¬ 
ened  and  enlarged  underftafidirigs,  they  will 

comfort 
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comfort  themfelves  with  this  reflection,  that  by 
fuch  conduct,  they  will  render  themfelves  equal¬ 
ly  qualified  to  preach  the  gofpel,  though  under 
different  yet  more  permanent  tenets,  and  thus 
by  their  fuperior  capability,  fecure  to  themfelves 
that  emolument  they  would  otherwife  be  fure 
to  loofe :  fo  would  it  depend  upon  themfelves 
whether  by  obflinately  and  difadvantageoufly 
continuing  in  the  erroneous  faith  of  a  quick  and 
fpeedy  declining  church,  they  would  be  levelled 
from  their  diftinguifhed  feats  of  dignified  reve- 
lence,  and  thus  fuffam  a  lofs — or  whether  by 
throwing  off  this  mafk  of  delufion,  (no  lono-er 
lucrative  or  ferviceable)  and  liftening  to  the 
v  oice  of  reafon  and  juftice,  they  would  fecede 
from  their  long-ufed  incoherencies,  and  (what 
would  be  to  them  then  more  profitable]  adopt 
at  once  a  faith  more  liberal,  and  accordingly 
piepare  themfelves  to  teach  do&rines  founded 
upon  generous  principles,  every  way  more  be¬ 
neficial  to  man  and  pleafing  to  the  Almightv, 
and  thus  receive  advantage  by  this  appeal  to 
their  underflandings. 

J°  c°nvulfe  a  kingdom  in  perfeft  reft  and 
peace  upon  any  ground,  is  dangerous  and  de- 
G  2  ft ru  ctive 
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ftru&ive  policy  ;  therefore  are  thefe  obfervations 
upon  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Proteftant 
churches  recommended  to  the  particular  atten¬ 
tion  of  all  infant  Hates,  as  well  as  thofe  of  older 
cfUblifhment,  that  are  now,  or  may  at  any  time 
be  under  the  ordeal  of  reform,  of  whichfoever 
or  whatfoever  religion  they  may  be  ;  as  if  Ca¬ 
tholic,  it  may  aflift  in  weakening  a  bad ;  if  Pro- 
teflant,  in  {lengthening,  or  if  neither,  in  efla- 
blifhing  a  good  caufe. 

It  is  prefumed  that  to  introduce  thefe  or 
fuch  fentiments  to  the  confidcration  of  the 
French,  at  the  prefent  favourable  crifis,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  would  be  benefiting  them, 
would  be  doing  neither  prefent  or  future  injury 
to  Great  Britain,  but  might  probably  tend  to 
leflen  in  fomc  mealure  the  hitherto  ftrong  natu¬ 
ral  enmity  of  the  two  nations. 

To  Ireland  too,  they  may  be  equally  fervice- 
ablc;  for  the  worflof  all  policy  is  there  adopted, 
by  the  encouragement  of  both  religions,  even 
to  the  mofl  ill-judged  dangerous  equality, 
which  were  it  not  poifed  by  the  fuperior  power 
of  England,  would  fooner  or  later  be  productive 
of  corifequences  woefully  fatal  to  the  peace  and 

welfare 
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welfare  of  that  country;  therefore  let  eveiy 
man  who  has  the  intereft  of  Ireland  fincerely 
at  heart,  (as  well  the  trading  and  commercial 
as  the  landed  property)  effedually  affift  in  form¬ 
ing  leading  focieties  throughout  every  part  of 
that  kingdom,  for  the  immediate  purpofe  of 
promoting  the  Proteftant  religion;  and  in  fo  do¬ 
ing,  he  will  affuredly  be  infuring  to  himfelf  more 
effential  fervice  than  he  may  moll  probably  be 
aware  of ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  will  be  con¬ 
tributing  by  the  mildelt  and  moll  efficient  means, 
to  difpel  the  prefent  rude  ignorance  and  boift- 
erous  ftate  of  the  commonality  of  the  people. 

It  is  undoubtedly  perfectly  natural  for  all 
men  to  feek  and  receive  pleafure  in  the  profpe- 
rity  of  their  native  country,  and  from  this  laud¬ 
able  caufe  proceeds  the  equal  propenfitv,  to 
maintain  its  pofitive  independancy  free  and 
inviolate  from  the  encroachments  of  every  other 
power ;  but  (as  there  are  no  rules  without  fomo 
exceptions)  when  this  independency  ceafes  to 
efFe6l  the  wiffied  for  profperity,  or  more  par¬ 
ticularly  when  it  proves  the  bane  to  it,  the 
mind  of  a  true  patriot  ■will  rife  fupenor  to  a 
then  miflaken  and  prejudicial  zeal,  and  prefer 

whatever 


whatever  dependence  ffiall  carry  with  it  the 
fuccefsiul  bl effing  of  his  fellow-countrymen — 
fufi  fuch  is  Ireland  to  England. 

Situated,  prole&ed  and  attached  thereto,  as 
Ireland  ever  muft  be,  it  becomes  evident  that 
her  complete  improvement  in  order  and  agri¬ 
culture,  her  full  profperity  in  trade  and  com¬ 
merce,  in  fhort  her  general  advantage  can  never 
in  the  nature  of  things  arrive  at  that  much 
coveted  Hate  of  perfection,  which  every  Infh- 
man  feels  wjthin  him  a  powerful  impulle  to 
promote,  uptil  they  can  refine  their  policy  to  a 
furheient  knowledge  of  their  own  intereft,  fo  as 
fo  throw  off  this  very  natural  prejudice  of  in¬ 
dependency,  and  honourably  fubject  themfelves 
in  happy  union  to  one  religion,  one  head,  one 
law,  and  one  government  with  Great  Britain  $ 
than  which  there  exiils  not  under  Heaven,  that 
which  more  mildly,  more  jyflly,  and  more 
effe dually  contributes  to  the  general  benefits  of 
mankind. 

But  now  again,  to  return,  to  the  caufe  of  reliT 
gion. 

There  is  one  tjrand  fundamental  maxim  mofl 
cffentially  ncceffary  to  the  prefervation  and 
well  being  of  any  order  of  religion  whatever, 

not 
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not  proceeding  wholly  from  its  own  partial  corra 
federation,  but  equally  ferving  all  in  general  for 
whom  the  inftitution  is  founded,  and  without 
which  rule  it  can  abfolutely  never  produce  the 
complete  lalutary  w idled  for  effeCt  in  full  force  ; 
It  is  that  of  confining  the  form  of  worlhip,  to 
one  and  only  one  plain  confident  ceremony 
and  model,  profoundly  oonfidered  and  autho¬ 
rized  by  government  of  each  particular  country. 

Here  indeed  the  Roman  Catholics  have  the 

advantage,  without  which,  that  order  could 

never  have  exifted  at  this  hour?  the  life  and 

foul  of  that  edablifhment  has  confided  in  being 

fo  warily  and  politically  bound,  as  modly  to 

draw  together,  in  one  regular  appointed  line, 

tnat  union,  the  entwining  finew  of  power, 

might  guaid  and  lave  the  grand  body  from  the 

bold  or  didant  attempt  of  harm;  and  behold  it 

has  thus  far  wonderfully  fucceeded,  even  to  a 

miracle  ;  but  fo  forcibly  does  this  fvdem  bribe 

againd  Reafon,  that  how  much  longer  it  will 

be  before  fome  of  the  thin-worn  links  give  wav 
•  .  °  •"  * 

Jt  remains  only  for  time  to  prove. 

in  this  particular  indance,  the  Proteflant 
church  would  leem  apparantly  defective ;  vet  it 
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fr  positively  not  the  defect  of  the  eftablifhmerit; 
but  an  error  and  blend fh  in  the  adminiflration 
of  it  only  j  which  may  very  aptly  be  compared 
to  the  fuffering  a  noble  luxuriant  tree  to  branch 
out  into  numerous  extended  boughs,  that  upon 
any  fudden  blalt  of  wind  overpower  the  Item, 
and  rend  the  moll  valuable  part  in  hinder* 
therewith  ruining  both  body  and  limb  in  one 
common  havoc. 

The  fir  It  outfet  of  any  public  incorporated 
fociety,  religious  or  not,  like  that  of  a  lingle 
individual  perfon,  promifes  good  or  ill,  as  it  is 
guarded  by  prudence  and  forefight ;  wherefore 
any  country  firfl  adopting  the  Proteftant  reli¬ 
gion,  fliould  pay  the  utmoft  perfevering  atten¬ 
tion,  firmly  to  fix  one  right  ground-line  of  form* 
not  to  be  brt)ken  in  upon  by  the  preaching  of 
fools,  madmen,  impoflors,  enthufiafls,  weak 
imaginations,  the  thoughtlels,  the  vain,  the  m- 
terefted,  the  difappointed,  or  the  bigots  to  foine 
narrow  little  plauhble  opinions  of  their  own 
conceit ;  but  if  any  man  has  ground  of  fubflan- 
tial  folid  good  to  promulgate,  let  him  inflantly 
repair  to  the  fountain  head,  and  there  make  his 
offering  to  the  legislature;  for  evidently  certain 

it 
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it  mull  be,  that  fuch  attention  to  this  unerring 
rule  would  return  double  fold  gain  to  a  thus 
prudent  people,  according  to  the  ftridtnefs  with 
which  it  mi^ht  be  obferved. 

This  it  is  true  is  but  an  affertion,  and  may 
appear  ftrange  to  many,  from  the  difference  of 
prefent  practice,  and  the  modern  fentiments  of 
general  toleration  (of  inexperienced  approba¬ 
tion)  lately  held  forth  in  Great  Britain;  but 
notwithftanding  that  it  is  fo,  it  has  neverthelefs 
broad  truth  for  its  foundation. 

Indeed  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  uni- 
verfal  indifcriminate  toleration,  the  rage,  the 
voice  of  the  times,  founded  as  it  is  upon  the 
plaufible  catch  word,  liberality  of  fentiinent,  has 
fo  many  thoughtlefs  advocates ;  it  is  a  magical 
dodtrine  that  has  the  effedt  of  a  complete  charm ; 
to  fuffer  mankind  to  act  from  their  religious 
opinions  as  their  fancy,  their  whim,  their  caprice, 
their  enthufiafm,  their  prejudices,  or  their  mif- 
guided  inclinations  may  direct,  free  from  the 
reffraining  hand  of  judgment,  mult  be  to  be  fure 
matchlcfs  policy  and  confummate  wifdom ;  then 
to  fandtion  by  authority  tlrefe  heterogeneous 
opinions,  the  offspring  of  their  various  imagina- 

II  tions. 
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tions,  and  to  accuftom  individuals  of  every 
denomination  to  fupport  to  their  utmofl,  all 
fuch  their  miferable  conceits ;  (for  in  religion 
men  will  ever  fupport  what  they  publicly 
profefs,  even  with  their  lives  and  fortunes) 
thefe  are  all  pleafant  d el u lions  not  eafily  to  be 
refilled;  and  therefore  is  toleration  a  principle, 
that  is  gaining  fall  upon  the  prefent  generation, 
who  not  experiencing  the  ill  cfFc£l  that  will 
hereafter  be  produced  by  it,  rufh  on  with  mif- 
placcd  confidence  and  embrace  that,  which 
when  confirmed  and  rooted,  would  occafion  de- 
folation  and  deftru&ion  to  our  pollcrity;  for  it 
is  to  fucceeding  generations,  educated  in  and 
fupporting  this  motley  variety,  that  mull  be 
looked  to  for  confequenccs  fraught  with  woe, 
ere  the  mind  of  man  can  be  again  brought  back 
to  its  ncccfTary  beneficial  confinement,  upon 
the  dear-bought  difeovery  and  final  proof  of 
this  reigning  fallacious  levity,  and  pernicious 
liberty  of  unreflraincd  toleration. 

It  is  further  the  dircfl  certain  method  where¬ 
by  to  bring  religion  into  perfeel  comtempt : 
people  of  the  fame  country,  nay  people  of  every 
parifh  or  village,  one  and  all  ridiculing  the 

abfurd 
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abfurd  tenets  and  faith  of  their  neighbours  (for 
they  iv ill  then  affuredly  become  ridiculous) 
mud  evidently  occalion  an  infurmountable  and 
moll  fatal  indifference  towards  all  religion, 
productive  of  obfcenity  and  immorality,  ruin¬ 
ous  and  totally  fubverfive  of  every  focial  good; 
the  farcical  practices  then  continually  aCting 
before  their  eyes,  would  immediately  convince 
the  community  of  the  trifling  eftimation  in 
which  religion  would  be  fo  publicly  held,  that 
all  forms  and  doCtrines,  however  contrary,  (the 
one  moll  likgly  direCtly  contradicting  the  other) 
being  authorifed  as  all  equally  right,  mult  na¬ 
turally  therefore  carry  this  reflection,  that  they 
may  be  all  equally  wrong,  and  thence  create  an 
indifference  and  contempt,  fhocking  to  the  con- 
/ideration  of  humanity. 

That  this  dreaded  confequence  is  not  artifi¬ 
cial,  is  fufficiently  manifeft ;  for  it  is  a  certain  faCt, 
that  men  of  craft  and  men  of  loquacity,  though 
of  very  imperfeCt  political  judgment,  can  by  de¬ 
grees  make  numerous  converts  of  the  unthink¬ 
ing,  to  any  the  mofl  abfurd  and  oppofite  tenets ; 
(thus  are  the  croud  even  now  led  to  many  of 
the  diffenting,  and  particularly  to  the  metho- 

H  2  diftical 
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diflical  meetings,)  for  they,  when  unreflrained., 
will  ever  follow  a  particular  attachment  to  the 
delivery  of  particular  men,  and  are  ever  ready 
to  believe  when  pleafed  by  the  difeourfe  of 
thofe  who  call  forth  their  attention  by  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  exertion  or  new  device ;  and  confe- 
quently  would  fucceedmg  generations  upon  this 
tolerating  plan,  be  enveloped  in  a  labyrinth  of 
almoft  irredeemable  confufion  and  religious 
anarchy ;  for  it  is  again  and  again  repeated,  that 
in  religion  there  are  no  abfurdities,  even  of  the 
mod  grofs,  bare-faced  and  injurious  nature,  that 
a  people  may  not  imbibe  by  education,  fo 
flrongly  as  to  maintain  at  every  hazard  by  the 
fword,  and  deliver  down  with  poifonous  educa¬ 
tion  to  their  children,  and  childrens’  children; 
and  therewith  damp  and  feal  the  world  with 
unblufhing  error,  the  immediate  fource,  the 
highroad  to  the  icturn  of  that  ignorance  and 
barbarity,  from  which  thefe  parts  of  Europe  arc 
now  fo  happily  emerged. 

IIow  infinitely  preferable,  nay  how  abfolutely 
neceflary  therefore  is  it,  to  preferve  and  hand 
down  to  our  fucceflors,  an  enlightened  liberal 
model  of  devotion,  founded  upon  well-expe¬ 
rienced 
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fenced  judgment,  and  fixed  upon  fettled  deter-, 
mined  principles,  according  as  completely-  with 
the  fcriptures  and  the  conllitution  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  as  with  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  every 
individual  native  inhabitant  thereof ;  fuch,  and 
fuch  only,  fhould  undoubtedly  be  ordonanced 
and  enforced  as  the  general  education  of  the 
lifing  generation;  for  however  trifling  and  in- 
fignificant  the  diifenting  opinions  of  even  a  few 
may  feem,  they  have  incontrovertibly,  when  au- 
thorifed,  a  gradual  detrimental  effect  and  bane¬ 
ful  influence,  certain  as  the  grave. 

Allowing  mongrels  to  mix  with  a  chofen  per¬ 
fect  collection  of  any  fpecies,  for  the  fake  of  an- 
fwering  fome  immediate  limited  purpofe,  may 
be  feemingly  inofFenfive  and  harmlefs;  but  the 
future  confequence  is  that  of  difpenfing  ill  qua¬ 
lities,  and  in  the  end  completely  deftroying  the 
antecedant  beautiful  admired  fymmetry  of  fea¬ 
ture  and  action  in  the  originals:  juft  fo  by  men 
of  different  perfuafions  in  religion,  contrary  to 
that  of  an  eftabhfhed  church,  when  too  much 
encouraged  upon  an  erroneous  fuppofed  prin¬ 
ciple  of  liberality  and  reciprocity,  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  defign  of  a  fmall  increafe  of  popula¬ 
tion 
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tion,  together  with  the  fmall  addition  of  wealth 
thereby  attached  or  brought  with  them — the 
brft  natural  effed  they  caufe,  is  the  produdion 
of  doubts  in  the  minds  of  their  particular  circles ; 
and  the  next  that  of  making  profetytes  of  the 
weak  and  thoughtlefs,  of  which  perhaps  the 
greater  number  are  compofed,  who  are  loon  de¬ 
luded,  and  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  the  artful  dif- 
courfes  they  then  become  expofed  to,  which,  in 
fuch  in  fiances  are  generally  calculated  by  geflure, 
grimace,  words  and  thoughts,  to  draw  forth  and 
■  beo-uile  the  attention,  or  otherwife  by  the  craft 
of  feme  plaufible  principle,  they  thus  work  their 
caufe  upon  the  eafy  belief,  and  by  this  means 
attach  their  unwary  followers ;  until  increafing 
in  numbers  and  multiplying  in  feds,  they,  uni¬ 
ted,  become  an  objed  of  ferious  alarm  to  the 
mother  church. 

Thus  may  each  and  every  individual  refident 
member  of  any  diflbntient  fed  whatever,  ulti¬ 
mately  prove  a  bane  to  the  land  they  dwell  in; 
although  they  would  previoufly  undoubtedly 
fhudder  at  the  thought,  and  flirink  with  horror 
from  this  peflilential  ill,  were  they  aware  of  the 

dreadful  conferences  they  arc  very  poflibly 
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tntailing  on  futurity:  but  finding  in  themfelve* 
no  ill  intent  on  their  departure  from  the  efta- 
blifhed  tenets,  little  do  they  think  that  their 
posterity  will  grown  bolder  and  bolder  in  their 
defires,  increasing  exactly  with  their  numbers, 
-untill  long  ufed  to  full  licence  and  mown  fen- 
fible  of  their  power,  what  was  before  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance  perfectly  innocent  defire,  by  certain 
fure  degrees  becomes  oflenfible  dictatorial  de¬ 
mand  ;  when  meeting  a  ftrong  bar  to  their  wilhes 
in  a  necelfary  direft  check  to  fuch  dangerous 
innovations  and  incroachments,  thefe  felf-fame 
harmlefs  men  who  were  before  the  molt  peace¬ 
able  of  the  community,  become  difappointed, 
dilfatisfied,  difaffefted,  provoked,  and  ready 
moulded  to  the  dark  falhion  of  the  darine  def- 
perado,  or  any  boilterous  ill-fated  occafion  that 
prefents  correfponding  opportunity  of  defeat¬ 
ing  their  native,  their  once  beloved  country  in 
woeful  carnage,  horrible  to  the  fancy;  each  im¬ 
bruing  their  defiled  facrilcgious  hands  in  his 
nearefl  relation’s  blood — demon-like  they  glory 
in  the  dreadful  llaughter,  nor  think  they  have 
done  well  till  their  full  end  of  folly  is  thus  rue¬ 
fully  obtained ;  even  fo,  what  was  begun  in  meek- 
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nefs  and  ignorance,  and  continued  in  hecdlefs  ef. 
ror,  miferably  ends  in  general  ruin  and  devaffa- 
tion  :  too  truly  fuch  is  the  foul  war  of  religion; 
that  aerial  fhadovvy  diffimilitude  which  has  fo 
often  deluged  the  world;  and  as  truly  fuch  is 
man  when  fhiclded  with  bigotry  and  armed  with 
the  defperate  frenzy  of  enthufiafm. 

It  will  not  now  be  unnatural  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  in  the  landfcape,  a  few  dilfenters  from  the 
church  of  England  of  every  different  feci,  each 
furrounded  with  his  own  orderly  family,  with 
their  bottles  andglaffes  merrily  filled  upon  their 
table,  brim  full  of  eafe,  enjoyment  and  happi- 
nefs,  with  this  treatife  open  before  them,  after 
having  juff  finilhcd  reading  the  preceeding 
explination  of  their  prefent  as  well  as  that 
of  their  future  Hate  in  fociety — felect  one 
of  thefe  of  fimilar  difpofitions  from  each  par¬ 
ticular  fchifm,  and  hear  them  all  feparately 
fay,  that  this  ffatement,  as  far  as  concerns 
his  own  fetl,  is  neither  juff  nor  true,  it  is 
neither  the  portrait  ol  himfelf  or  his  family ; 
fenfible  of  his  own  apparently  innocent,  and  to 
him  laudable  motives  for  an  abfolue  diffent, 
brought  up  to  Ins  opinions  from  carlreft  in¬ 
fancy,  he  never  before  confidered  any  luch 
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eonfequences  as  attendant  on  the  feci  to  which 
he  belongs,  and  can  hardly  admit  them  into  his 
belief;  for  he  can  anfwer  for  his  own  good  in¬ 
tentions,  and  fure,  very  fure,  he  is,  that  his 
children  or  grand  children,  are  neither  violent, 
diforderly,  or  given  to  turbulence;  therefore 
aftually  impoflible  that  they  Ihould  ever  con¬ 
tribute  to  convulfe  the  land  of  their  nativity,  to 
which  they  are  one  and  all  in  their  own  opi¬ 
nions  the  mod  zealous  patriots. 

Alas,  poor  men!  howT  weakly,  how  diretlly 
are  they  miftaken,  the  fallibility  of  mortals  is 
their  twin  brother,  bom  with  them  into  the 
world,  and  if  uncon trouled,  leaves  them  not  the 
power  of  anfwering  for  themfelves  in  any  point 
that  concerns  futurity — circumftancesgrowlux- 
uriantlv  wild  with  time  that  bear  down  all  op- 
pofition,  and  bring  to  light  unforefeen  events 
that  change  their  very  nature,  and  roufe  the  lion 
in  the  bread:  of  the  lamb;  therefore  if  a  man 
trulls  the  fecurity  of  his  own  and  his  poflcrity  s 
welfare  to  particular  inclinations  and  vain  hopes, 
he  llrangcly  deceives  himfelf,  and  with  his 
breath  refigns  difquietude,  enmity  and  un- 
happincfs,  as  the  portion  of  his  fuccefTors. 
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But  however  nevertheless,  this  fet  of  difpofi- 
tions  would  be  for  the  molt  part  what  they 
would  feem,  quiet,  faithful,  well-intentioned 
fubjefts,  were  they  not  fo  aftually  expofcd  to 
be  milled  and  wrought  upon  by  the  infinuating 
mifreprefentations  of  the  more  violent;  and 
then  when  once  wound  up  to  Hand  forward, 
frequently  in  the  end  are  found  to  be  as  inex¬ 
orable  in  their  errors,  as  the  more  hardy  head- 
ftrong  fomenters  of  difcord. 

Another  let,  Similarly  Situated,  but  of  different 
difpofitions  from  the  former,  will  fay,  this  is 
an  infamous  bafe  attempt  to  deprive  them  of 
their  juft  rights  of  men  to  think  and  aft  as  they 
pieafe  ;  that  they  Should  have  an  undoubted  li¬ 
berty  of  Serving  God  and  themfelves  in  their 
own  way;  for  none  clfe  is  right  or  would  lead 
them  to  Heaven;  and  therefore  will  each  live 
and  die  in  his  own  opinions,  in  his  own  faith, 
and  maintain  the  authority  of  his  feft,  be  the 
confequenccs  what  they  may. 

As  to  the  rights  of  man,  they  as  widely  differ 
in  themfelves  as  the  brute  of  the  field  to  the 
re  atoning  faculty  of  the  human  foul;  the  more 
mankind  are  uncontrouled,  the  lefs  fit  are  they 

for 


[  6;  ] 

for  fociety.  It  is  true  in  the  abject  flate  of  per¬ 
fect  equality,  they  may  be  faid  to  enjoy  the 
rights  of  nature;  but  what  is  this  common  will, 
but  the  general  privilege  of  doing  rervice  or  in¬ 
jury  as  infiinCt  chances  to  direCt,  free  from 
either  difirefling  remorfe,  or  pleahng  fatisfaCtion 
of  mind? — the  rights  of  general  fociety  are  then 
the  only  true  defirable  lights,  to  be  coveted  by 
all  and  diflributed  to  all;  to  be  maintained* 
protected  and  watched,  equally  againft  the  in¬ 
roads  of  the  tyrant’s  defpotic  fway,  as  from  the 
popular  attraction  of  over-flrained  liberty; 
both  which  are  alike,  equally  enemies  to  gene¬ 
ral  impartial  happinefs  and  profperity,  the  firft 
and  only  true  principle  whereon  to  found  the 
rights  of  a  people. 

Strictly  upon  this  principle  then, — arro¬ 
gant  and  monftroufly  prefuming  is  that  man, 
who  fetting  at  defiance  the  whole  com¬ 
munity  of  the  kingdom  in  which  he  lives, 
holds  and  dares  to  inculcate  opinions  and 
doctrines,  whether  of  religion  or  otherwife,  that 
may  prefently  or  ultimately  prove  materially 
injurious  to  the  general  mafs  of  people ;  and 
actually  fuch  have  been  the  original  deviators 
from  the  eflablifhcd  church  of  England,  of  what- 
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ever  defeription,  whether  Quakers,  Method! Its, 
Anabap tills,  Prefbiterians,  or  any  other  feft  of 
natural  born  fubjects;  however,  although  it  is 
allowed  they  are  now  lefs  blameable  on  this 
icorc,  from  cuflomary  licence  and  the  attach¬ 
ment  of  an  authorifed  education,  yet  this  takes 
not  one  atom  from  the  ill  quality  that  apper¬ 
tains  to  their  abfira&ed  voice  from  the  fixed 
order  of  that  government,  under  which  they  vo¬ 
luntarily  and  wifilfully  continue  to  enjoy  every 
defirabie  bJefiing :  for  certainly  no  pofition  can 
be  more  decidedly  clear,  than  that  one  and  all 
fliould  completely  conform  to  the  laws,  cuftoms, 
and  requifite  order  of  the  country  wherein  they 
are  fettled. 

In  the  prefent  inflance,  the  opinions  and 
doclrines  of  every  deviator,  (who  thus  errone- 
oufiv  calls  and  believes  him  (elf  a  good  and 
faithful  fubjefl)  pointedly  contribute  more  or 
lefs  to  this  general  injury,  by  creating  rancorous 
divifon,  when  fuccefsful  unity  would  otherwife 
happily  and  advantngeoufly  prevail;  a  divifion 
of  fuch  obvious  didruft,  and  fo  ferious  in  its  a  cl, 
that  neither  of  the  difientient  feels  willingly  in¬ 
termarry  the  one  with  the  other,  nor  either  of 
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them  chearfully  with  the  eftablifhed  church  J 
this  is  for  the  time  being  undoubtedly  detach¬ 
ing,  enmitizing,  and  weakening  a  community  in 
very  elTential  degree  ;  more  particularly  fo  when 
their  tenets  run  diametrically  oppohte  to  the 
common  law  and  intereft  of  the  land,  as  many 
now  do  at  the  prefect  hour ;  varioufly  confiding 
in  a  non-compliance  with  neceffary  eftablifhed 
cuftoms;  in  a  refufal  of  eftablifhed  oaths,  excel- 
lendy  calculated  for  the  direct  purpofe  of  ex¬ 
tracting  truth  ;  in  a  like  refufal  to  take  up  arms 
in  defence  of  their  country,  at  the  fame  time 
adopting  a  diftinguifhing  mark  for  their  feCt,  by 
the  molt  plain  parfimonial  apparel,  habit  and 
conduCt,  immediately  difadvantageous  to  the 
general  trade  of  the  country,  and  very  artfully 
calculated  to  increafe  their  numbers  by  the  one 
and  their  opulence  by  the  other;  in  fliort  the 
whole  of  thefe  deviations  form  a  glaring  inftance 
of  the  extreme  folly  of  bigotry,  the  unblufhing 
unreafonablenefs  and  audacity,  injuftice  and 
inequity  in  the  expectations  of  weak  unthink¬ 
ing  men :  and  looking  further  on  the  increafe 
of  thclc  feels  to  any  thing  like  that  of  a  col¬ 
lective  equality  in  number  and  power  to  that  of 

tho 


[  7°  ] 

the  mother  church,  they  abfolutely  become,  as 
it  were,  a  poifoned  dagger  ftriking  at  the  vitals 
of  their  country — Can  that  man  then  who  con¬ 
tinues  and  maintains  thefe  prejudicial  danger¬ 
ous  opinions,  contentedly  and  confcientioufly 
declare  himfelf  a  faithful,  honourable,  and  in¬ 
nocent  member  of  the  realm  of  England  ?  if  he 
does,  he  muft  be  blind  to  the  evidence  of  the 
fenfes,  and  flatly  contradiff  every  found  prin¬ 
ciple  of  equity  and  right  reafon ;  nor  can  he  call 
to  his  acquital,  as  he  may  be  foolifh  enough  to 
imagine,  a  fuperiority  of  Divine  benefit  accru¬ 
ing  here  or  hereafter,  either  to  himfelf  or  others, 
from  his  would-be  fupcrior  opinion  and  diifent- 
ing  voice — miftaken  man  !  depend  upon  it,  no 
axiom  that  can  be  laid  down  is  fo  certain,  as 
that,  that  religion  which  moll  encourages  bro¬ 
therly  love  to  all,  that  contributes  in  the  greater 
and  molt  impartial  degree  to  the  perfect  peace, 
unity  and  orderly  conduct  of  a  people,  open¬ 
ing  their  underfianding  to  the  clear  perception 
of  prefent  knowledge  and  future  blifs,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  manifefts,  magnifies  and 
glorifies  the  Almighty  and  mod  merciful  Father 
of  all  things,  animate  and  inanimate,  will  ever 
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be  mofl  acceptable  to  that  Divine  Supreme; 
ever  defirous  and  ever  pleafed  with  the  fuccefs 
and  prolpe.ity  of  his  lowly  fervants,  and  ever 
perfectly  iatisfied  with  the  fleadfafl  offering  of 
prayer,  from  a  truly  fincere,  benevolent,  and 
penetentia!  foul. 

Even  allowing  then,  for  argument  fake,  that 
the  tenets,  dodlrines  and  forms  of  each  of  the 
different  diffcnting  fetls  to  be,  what  they  cer- 
tainiy  are  not,  of  equal  good  effedl  (confidered 
in  themfelves  fingly  without  retrofpecl  to  any 
other)  as  the  eflablifhed  church;  yet  taken  as 
they  ever  muft  and  ought  to  be  in  a  retrofpec- 
tive  view ;  inftead  of  good,  they  one  and  all 
produce  mofl  immediately  and  decidedly,  that 
of  lowing  the  feeds  of  diffention  and  difcord 
throughout  a  whole  people;  than  which  af- 
furedly  nothing  can  be  more  difpleafing  and 
unjufl  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man — wherefore 
are  they  abfolutely  and  pohtively  left  without 
one  hngle  applicable  folid  argument  in  their 
favour :  all  that  remains  for  them  to  fay  is,  that 
they  are  determined  to  fhut  out  conviction  from 
their  fight,  and  to  believe  their  private  opi¬ 
nion  (a  tolerable  vain  one)  to  be  equal  or  fu- 
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pcrior  in  confcquence  to  that  of  a  whole  nation, 
moil  profoundly  weighed,  deliberately  confi- 
dered  and  devoutly  eftablifhed  upon  every 
earthly  and  heavenly  maxim  of  wifdom. 

By  which  it  will  be  perceived,  that  depriving 
men  even  from  thinking  and  afiling  as  they 
pleafe,  and  worfhiping  God  in  every  abfurd 
way  that  might  cndlcfsly  enter  their  imagina¬ 
tions;  fo  far  from  infringing,  is  on  the  contrary 
rcquifitcly  maintaining  the  rights  and  benefits 
of  mankind ;  when  it  will  alfo  immediately  fol¬ 
low,  that  the  aim  and  intent  of  thefc  explana¬ 
tions  are  no  longer  to  be  upbraided  with  the 
epithets  of  bale  and  unprincipled,  but  will 
rather  merit  thofe  of  commendable,  beneficial 
and  praife  worthy. 

Now  again  to  return  to  the  table  with  a 
third  fet  from  each  feci,  with  face  full  of  gravity 
but  of  little  difpofi lions,  prone  to  be  guided  and 
governed  more  by  the  minutiae,  than  by  the 
enlarged  and  only  material  ground  of  principle 
and  a£lion. 

Thefe  will  exclaim,  “What  abfurdity  is  this 
to  write  againfl  our  perfuafions,  without  en¬ 
tering  into  our  double  refined  reafons  for  lup- 
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porting  a  different  form  of  worship  from  that 
of  the  eftablifhed  church — Lord!  how  much 
more  pleafing  are  we  in  thy  fight,  who  pray  in 
filence  or  extempore  ;  beft  knowing  our  own 
wants,  than  they  who  ftudying  and  thinking  be¬ 
fore  they  fpeak,  deliver  up  their  prayers  and 
thankfgivings,  mod  fublimely  written,  and  fully 
calculated  to  comprize  their  every  felf  particular 
neceffity  and  delire,  as  well  as  thofe  of  all  man¬ 
kind. 

How  preferable  muff  our  clergy  be  too,  who 
Ihould  all  be  orators,  by  the  hobbyhorfical  in- 
fufion  of  infpiration,  than  theirs  who  are  only 
required  to  read.” 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  exclamations,  it  muff  be 
obferved,  that  thefe  are  very  probably  the  iden¬ 
tical  ideas,  by  which  they  were  poorly  led  to 
the  intereft  of  a  fet  of  deluding  men,  who  hav¬ 
ing  more  than  the  common  flow  of  words  at 
pleafure,  turned  them  with  fubtilty  to  their  own 
advantage;  their  followers  mod  weakly  and 
ftrangely  forgetting,  that  it  is  not  in  words  alone 
that  godlincfs,  holinefs,  and  the  benefit  of  man 
confiffs,  but  in  the  fubftance  of  the  thoughts 
expreffed;  which  common  fenfb  and  common 
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reafon  declares,  mull  ever  preponderate  in  fa-, 
vourof  fludy  and  confideration. 

Then  another  exclamation  is  heard  faying, 
“How  preferable  are  we  in  thine  eyes,  O 
Lord!  who  receive  thy  fignal  with  fuch  a 
blelfed  flap  on  the  back  by  thy  fpirit,  as  to 
make  us  fo  quake,  that  the  fear,  trembling,  and 
lowly  fubmilfion  of  us,  thy  chofen  fervants,  may 
be  heard  in  Heaven,  in  right  preferance  to  the 
fuperior  truth  of  our  profeffions.” 

So  weak  in  truth  and  fo  powerul  in  error,  is 
the  wrought-up  fancy  of  mortals. 

Strange  indeed  to  be  deluded  away  by  the 
aid  of  this  crafty  flatement  of  a  principle,  which 
the  mother  church  equally,  and  fo  much  more 
rationally  enjoins ;  being  neither  more  or  lefs 
than  a  delufive  manner  of  recommending  a  fer¬ 
vency  and  fincerity  of  heavenly  devotion,  warm 
from  a  heart  imprefTed  with  a  flrong  fenfe  of 
that  fear  and  love,  fojuflly  due  towards  the 
great  merciful  Redeemer  of  the  world. 

Then  comes  forth  with  ferious  lengthened 
face,  the  little  enfeebled  voice  of  the  inferior 
formalifts — what  prefumplion,  fay  they,  for  a 
church  to  expedt  falvation,  that  takes  the  fa- 
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trament  in  the  form  of  kneeling,  handing  or 
fitting,  different  from  that  of  their  particular 
fed! — what  abfurdity  to  ufe  the  reverend  attire 
of  the  furplice  ! — what  profanation  to  take  the 
eltablifhed  oaths! — what  wickednefs  to  wear  ha¬ 
biliments,  to  do,  or  to  fay  any  thing  like  thofe 
irreverend  churchmen? — then,  the  chaunting 
forth  the  praifes  of  God;  whether  from  the  hoarfe 
voice  of  a  parifli  clerk,  or  from  the  high-firained 
note  of  refined  and  charming  melody,  is  fo 
vaflly  ridiculous;  belides  a  number  of  other 
little  ceremonies,  fas  little  even  as  thofe  who 
fo  prejudicially  objeft  to  them)  are  in  our  little 
eyes,  fuch  full-fized  mountains,  and  huge  monf- 
ters,  that  we  can  neither  compafs  or  dare  even 
to  look  at — in  fhort,  thefc  forms  and  ceremo¬ 
nies  are  all  fo  immcnfely  fhocking,  that  we  would 
not,  no  not  for  a  thoufand  pounds,  comply 
with  one  of  them  ;  nay,  we  had  rather  fet  the 
whole  nation  (though  our  native  country)  in  a 
general  flame  and  confufion,  than  to  give  up 
one  tittle  of  our  opinions;  for  fuch  wicked 
forms  as  thefe  would  one  and  all  be  inflant 
death,  and  fend  us  down  to  the  regions  of 
darknefs, 
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Well  faid,  well  done  ye  paragons  of  wifdom 
and  virtue ;  go  on  and  may  you  all  receive  the 
great  reward,  the  full  deleft  of  your  religious 
patriotifm,  ye  heroic  martyrs  of  your  country’s 
welfare. 

Next  and  la  Illy,  though  not  leaf!  in  wonders, 
is  prefented  a  feleft  company  of  Heaven-born 
teachers — at  a  meal — men  of  fine  capacious 
feelings  of  noble  appetites,  hungering  after  di¬ 
vine  food  and  thir fling  right  well  after  holy  be¬ 
verage;  altogether  forming  an  order  of  moft 
exquifite  compound,  collected  with  fuper-ex- 
ccllent  choice  and  admirable  judgment  from 
the  fmutty  tinker  to  the  tattered  collegian;  men 
who  will  involuntarily  draw  forth  your  charity; 
opening  even  the  double  knotted  purfe-ftrings 
of  the  mi  for,  bounteoufly  to  relieve  the  wants  of 
the  poor  and  diflrcfledof  mankind — themfelves 
out  of  the  queftion — behold  this  feleCl  party 
furrounded  with  the  full  cloud  of  all  radiant 
glory,  quailed  from  the  mouth  of  truth  itfelf, 
vapour  upon  vapour  afeending  with  powerful 
feent,  fo  magically  odoriferous,  as  well  nigh  to 
become  the  emblem  of  a  nethermofl  hell  ;  and 
vc  tiie  followers  after  true  rightcoufnefs,  ap¬ 
proach 


proach  with  countenances  of  affrightful  woe, 
and  hear  the  doom  of  ten-fold  vengeance 

i 

palTed  upon  your  finful  parfimonious  offering 
unto  thefe  reformers  of  the  world. 

Brethren  and  fellow  labourers,  though  you 
cannot  attend  to  the  dull  enlightened  reafon- 

O 

able  language  of  the  mother  church,  you  will  be 
lure  to  comprehend  and  give  us  your  full  at¬ 
tention,  becaufe  we  are  not  able  to  fpeak  unto 
you  but  after  your  own  manner;  and  fo  we  will 
at  once  tell  you  plainly,  that  you  will  every  one 
of  you  certainlv  be  damned  to  all  eternitv,  if 
you  do  not  believe  moll  implicitly  every  word 
we  fay;  therefore  now  in  the  fu  ll  place  you  mull 
all,  without  further  ceremony.  Hand  and  deliver 
your  money,  or,  by  our  Holy  Power,  we  will 
go  nigh  to  blow  out  your  little  brains  with  the 
thunder  of  our  voices;  nay  verily  the  drums  of 
your  ears  fhall  be  fo  tremendoufly  thumped 
even  as  our  fill-worn  culhions,  until  ye  become 
fo  deaf  and  dead  to  all  other  fenfe  of  exillence, 
that  ye  fhail  neither  hear,  fee,  nor  think  but  of 
us ;  who  having  for  the  moll  part  (being  born 
ot  the  flelh  as  ye  alfo  are)  a  numerous  offspring, 
either  naturals  or  non-naturals,  with  large 
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darving,  craving  families,  and  having  fo  bewil¬ 
dered  our  own  fenfes,  as  to  be  incapable  of  get- 
ing  an  honed  livelihood,  by  any  proper  legal 
means,  and  having  rare  robud  lungs,  a  glib 
tongue,  and  a  good  conditution  to  bear  the 
weather ;  wc,  no  matter  how,  whether  artfully, 
fhamefully,  wickedly,  or  otherwife,  refolve  to 
make  you  dupes  to  our  neceflicies ;  by  fird 
drawing  you  from  your  regular  orderly  church 
devotion,  through  the  means  of  our  eccentric, 
uncommon,  and  therefore  attra&ive  difcources 
to  you  in  the  open  fields,  upon  fuch  fubjefts, 
and  in  fuch  manner  as  we  think  will  drike  and 
wheedle  you  to  our  purpofe,  or  into  the  humour 
of  contributing  to  the  hire  of  fome  barn-like 
place,  that  will  afford  a  covering  to  our  heads, 
in  the  exhibition  of  our  wonderful  talents;  when 
fo  far  fucceeding  with  you,  ye  good,  wife,  wor¬ 
thy,  charitable  Chridians;  then  it  being  clear 
unto  us,  that  wc  have  vou  fad  in  our  clutches, 
we  according  to  the  tenor  of  our  holy  order  fo 
teirify  your  noodle  pates,  by  the  fury  of  our 
denunciations,  made  with  extended  arms,  dart¬ 
ed  eyes,  and  horrible  grimace,  that  ye,  our 
meek,  good-natured  followers,  know  not  fcarce- 
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ly  whether  your  fouls  are  your  own  :  your 
hearts  are  fo  fully  melted  down  that  the  elTence 
runs  out  at  your  pockets,  and  leaves  you  moll 
lamentable  objects  of  contemptible  pity;  but  if 
otherwife  you  fhould  harden  your  hearts 
againlt  our  preaching,  we  your  furious  direflors, 
will  prefently  lhow  you  the  way  to  Hell,  and  fo 
bring  the  terrible  profpecl  to  your  fight,  in  the 
complete  dreadful  fiery  pi£fure  of  the  infernal 
regions,  accompanied  with  all  the  madning 
horrors  of  eternal  damnation ;  that  we  will  very 
foon  drive  you  to  hopelefs  defpair,  and  utter 
diltraclion;  and  then  do  we,  according  to  our 
right  noble  cuftom,  inhumanly  leave  you  with¬ 
out  remorfe  on  our  parts,  to  wander  in  the  dif- 
mal  labyrinth  of  woeful  and  endlefs  imbecility 
of  mind,  the  fummit  of  worldly  mifery. 

After  having  thus  for  a  while  taken  flight,  in 
compliment  to  the  ftrange  extravagant  abfur- 
dities,  with  which  the  fubflance  of  mod  thefe 
various  deviations  abound;  it  will  be  well  now 
to  return  to  a  proper  ferious  mood  of  think¬ 
ing;  but  firft  obferving,  touching  all  thefe  poor 
evafions  and  unaccountable  methods  by  which 
much  too  confiderable  a  part  of  the  people  of 
*  England 
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England  are  drawn  away  from  the  regular  efla- 
blifhed  church;  left  it  fhould,  as  it  probably 
will,  by  all  and  every  of  thefe  non-conforming 
members  be  thought,  that  thefe  grounds  on 
which  their  dilfention  is  built,  have  been  here¬ 
in  much  too  lightly  treated;  it  is  particularly 
recommended,  that  they  will  place  the  whole  of 
their  identical  vifionary  reafons,  heaped  up  in 
wonderous  pile,  in  one  great  fcale,  and  in  the 
oppofite  one,  the  prefent  and  future  ill  confe- 
quences  that  do,  and  may  attend  them;  then 
when  duly  weighed,  in  perfect  candour  it  muft 
appear  to  them  and  all  the  world,  that  thefe 
long-ufcd  diirenting  opinions  in  general,  are  ab- 
folutely  light  as  air,  and  aftually  too  ludicrous 
in  thcmfelves  to  be  treated  in  any  other  more 
ferious  flilc — and  if  men  will  not  be  reafoned 
out  of  their  prejudices,  when  they  prove  pofi- 
ttvely  detrimental  to  fociety  and  their  country ; 
it  is  excufeable  and  even  right,  to  endeavour, 
either  by  ridicule  or  otherwife,  to  lhame  them 
into  fuch  as  arc  not  only  innocent,  but  as  be¬ 
neficial  to  thcmfelves  as  to  the  whole  commu¬ 
nity. 


So 
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So  far  concerning  thofe,  whofe  (to  ufe  the 
moll  applicable  word)  whofe  diflikes  of  the 
forms  and  fervice  of  the  church,  or  as  fre¬ 
quently  whofe  antipathy  merely  to  the  clergy¬ 
men  officiating  at  their  pariffi,  moll  weakly,  and 
ftill  more  thoughtlefsly,  lead  them  to  follow  fo 
prejudicially  other  ftrange  inferior  fe£ts,  compof- 
ed  and  tnade  up  of  the  ftrangeft  fanaticilm; — 

Notv  then  a  word  to  thofe  who  cavil 
only  at  the  ceremony  of  the  national  efta- 
bliffiment,  but  ftill  ufefully  adhere  to  its  doc¬ 
trines. 

Firft  then  conftder  the  great  and  wonderful 
variety  of  nature,  that  out  of  the  millions  of 
people  who  on  earth  do  dwell,  no  two  faces  and 
countenances  can  poffibly  be  feledled,  bearing 
an  exact  and  perfect  refemblance ;  and  juft  fo 
it  will  ever  be  found  with  the  mind  alfo;  any 
fyftem  or  model  whatfoever,  however  nearly 
arriving  at  the  fummit  of  wordly  peifefiion^ 
will  notwithstanding  meet  the  abfolute  difap- 
probation  of  fome;  proceeding  not  from  the 
leaft  defect  in  the  fymmetry  and  formation  of 
its  Several  parts,  but  entirely  from  the  defective 
capacities  of  thofe  who  thus  ignorantly  di Hap— 

L  prove; 
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prove;  therefore,  endlefs  would  be  an  attention 
to  conflant,  frivolous,  trifling  complaints  and 
objections,  that  will  ever  in  themfelves  be  ab¬ 
solutely  endlefs : — even  fuch,  and  fo  frivolous 
arc  much  the  greater  part  of  thofe  againft  the 
prefent  form  of  worlhipof  the  church  of  England 

- As  to  in  fiance,' — Many  will  objedt  to  the 

frequent,  and  in  their  opinions  tautological  re¬ 
petitions  of  that  fublime  compofition,  the  Lord’s 
prayer,  as  now  ufed  in  the  public  fervicc. 

Of  thefe  it  may  be  well  to  afk,  if  their  atten¬ 
tion  is  not  frequently,  at  different  times  during 
the  fervice,  perfectly  abfent  or  occupied  by 
other  fubjects  of  thought;  and  likewife  whether 
they  arc  not  as  frequently,  more  diipofed  in 
their  attention,  to  feel  the  full  force  of  this  or 
any  other  prayer,  more  fenfibly,  and  more  reli- 
gioufly  at  one  time  than  at  another? — the  anfwer 
to  both  thefe  queflions, of courfe  being — yes — of 
courfe  alfo  mufl  it  be,  that  was  this  prayer  only 
faid  once  or  twice,  it  would  frequently  happen 
at  this  time  of  their  abfence  or  infenfibility  of 
mind;  by  which  they  would  be  injurioufly  de¬ 
prived  of  the  excellent  fervent  good  effedl  of 
one  of  the  mofl  generally  ufeful  prayers  that  it 
is  pcflible  to  conflrucl — yet  fome  may  flill  fay 

•  9 

why 
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why  fhould  wc  be  detained  for  the  ncgledt  of 
others?  to  them  it  mud  be  anfwered,  that  this 
fervice  not  being  formed  for  their  own  private 
benefit,  they  become  unworthy  of  the  name  of 
Chriftians,  if  by  fuch  fhort  detention  they  are 
averfe  to  contribute  to  the  general  good — a 
poor  mite  indeed  to  deny. 

There  are  even  to  be  found,  fome  who  ob¬ 
ject  to  the  delivery  and  performance  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  lervices  of  litany,  communion,  &c.  in  one 
continued  fucceffion,  as  at  prefent  ufed,  divided 
only  by  pfalms  or  otherwife,  upon  the  fcore  of 
inconfiftency,  and  making  the  fervice  too  long — 

One  would  not  readily  fuppofe  any  fuch 
opinions  would  be  publicly  mentioned,  (what¬ 
ever  might  be  private  fentiment)  by  any  man  or 
body  of  men;  yet  are  fuch  actually  to  be  found 
formally  ftated  in  elaborate  queries  and  furmi- 
fes,  (with  others  infinitely  too  numerous,  and 
moflly  too  futile  to  deferve  attention)  pom- 
poufly,  and  was  the  matter  more  worthy,  not 
improperly,  addrelfed  to  the  governing  powers 
in  church  and  flate ;  but  more  immediately 
directed  to  the  two  houfes  of  convocation — 
indeed  the  fubject  now  in  difculfion  is  lo  tha- 
L  2  dowy 
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dovvy  and  vifionary,  as  to  need  -a  full  rounded 
magnifier  to  difcover  any  thing  like  fubftance, 
whereon  even  a  doubt  could  be  founded,  but 
that  thcie  as  they  are  called)  dilferent  Services, 
jointly  comprifing  no  more  than  the  whole  of 
our  wants,  defires,  •  Supplications,  offerings  of 
praife  and  thankfgiving,  with  the  requifite  be¬ 
lief  of  the  divine  attributes,  colle&ively  forming 
one  grand  Service,  will  ever  be  more  acceptable 
to  God,  and  Serviceable  to  man,  than  the  Ihort 
partial,  flight  ejaculation  of  each  or  either  of 
thefe,  Asperated  to  feperate  hours  of  the  day — 
Surely  thofe  moll  pleafed  with  difficulties  of 
their  own  creating,  and  mod  prone  to  excite 
changes  in  every  fyftem  and  circumflance  of 
life,  would  never  have  of  themfelves  found  out 
or  thought  of  this  feperation,  had  the  whole 
Service  been  clifiinguifhed  under  one  and  the 
fame  title;  but  as  they  may  formerly  have  been 
fo  divided,  and  now  continue  Hill  to  be  called 
by  the  different  diftinftions  of  name,  though 
altogether  making  up  only  one  ncceflary  com¬ 
plete  moderate  lervice;  yet  the  appearance 
mat  thefe  different  appellations  alone  carry 
with  them,  is  ground  of  argument  fufficient  for 

thefe 
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thefe  confiftent  gentlemen  to  diftribute  to  the 
public,  their  ideas  of  the  inconfiftency  of  the 
eftablifhed  fervice  of  the  church  of  England, 
which  as  apparent  as  it  may  feem  to  them,  ex- 
ifts  no  where  in  reality,  but  in  their  own  ima¬ 
ginations. 

As  to  the  length  of  time  taken  up  in 
going  completely  through  every  part  of  this 
fervice,  it  will  be  found  upon  inveftigation, 
inftead  of  being  hurtful,  to  be  not  only  fer- 
viceable,  but  requiftte  to  the  furthering,  with 
permanent  effe£t,  the  true  caufe  of  religion — it 
certainly  fpeaks  for  itfelf,  that  the  mind  of  man 
feldom,  if  ever,  can  on  the  very  inftant  become 
fettled  to  that  ferious  thoughtfulnefs  fuitable  to 
the  folemn  occafion  of  addreffing  the  Almighty; 
having  juft  before,  probably,  been  trifling  with 
levity,  and  laughing  at  reflection ;  it  takes  time 
to  put  off  this  natural  carelefs  mirth  and  gaity, 
and  enter  with  deliberation  into  that  fervency 
and  fteadinefs  of  devotion,  which  alone  leaves 
the  retentive  impreflion  productive  of  the  mod 

effential  and  lafting  good ;  and  as  to  the  conft- 

« 

deration  of  the  health  of  individuals  during  the 
feverity  of  the  feafon,  this  is  not  to  be  remedied 
by  rendering  the  fervice  fhort,  pafling  fwiftly 

from 
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from  the  remembrance,  and  defeflive,  but  by 
introducing  the  obvious  antidote  of  floves,  or 
any  other  fui table  invention  that  will  effeflu- 
ally  afford  the  proper  warmth;  and  thus  to  do 
away  at  once  the  evil  complained  of. 

The  articles  and  creeds  too,  are  further 
obflacles  that  require  alterations  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  thofe,  who  think  they  have  judgment; 
but  this  too  great  confidence  being  the  rock  on 
which  all  are  fo  often  apt  to  fplit,  it  may  be 
prudent  to  clofe  the  whole  of  thefe  nice,  deep- 
fearched  fine-fpun  objections,  and  to  proceed  to 
other  more  obvious  confiderations. 

In  order  however  to  prevent  the  poflibility 
of  a  mi  flake  on  a  point  that  nearly  concerns  the 
various  fe£ls  of  diflenters  of  every  difeription, 
it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  notwithfland- 
ing  what  has  been  hinted  on  thcfcorcof  danger 
to  the  church,  from  too  great  an  increafe  of 
their  colleftive  power,  it  muft  not  be  underflood 
that  any  Inch  fatal  confequences  as  this  might 
and  would  occafion,  are  now  to  be  dreaded  from 
the  prefent  hate  of  both  parties,  (for  fo  they 
may  be  called);  the  national  eflablifhment 
bearing  as  it  is  hoped  it  ever  will,  that  well 

known 
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known  high  fuperiority,  as  to  do  away  every 
fuch  idea  in  the  moil  decided  manner,  with  the 
intelligent ;  but  leaf!  the  mod  diftant  thought 
or  fuppofition  of  this  nature,  fhould  become 
even  a  conjecture  among  thofe  who  are  lets  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  actual  flate  of  their  fchifma- 
tics,  this  explanation  is  particularly  recom¬ 
mended  to  their  attention  ;  that  an  error  fo  im¬ 
mediately  injurious  to  themfelves  may  not  fe- 
cretlv  or  publicly  go  forth,  caufing  further  re- 
quifitions  and  ftronger  animqjities,  as  highly 
definitive  of  their  common  intereds,  as  dan¬ 
gerous  to  their  prefent  and  future  well  being. 

Notwithftanding  this  happy  fecurity  under 
which  we  now  enjoy  fuch  a  pleafing  profpect 
of  religious  tranquillity,  fuch  is  the  noole  beau¬ 
teous  nature  of  the  government  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  that  with  high  and  lorry  liber¬ 
ality  it  confiders  its  fubjects  of  every  clafs  and 
denomination  (as  the  good  father  doth  his  chil¬ 
dren)  without  fhewing  an  unjuft  preference  to 
either;  with  much  difinclination  forcing  itfch 
to  reflrain  the  untoward  and  headflrong,  and 
even  granting  to  all,  more  liberty  of  action,  in 
every  fphere,  than  may  perhaps  be  perfectly 

confident 
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confident  with  its  own  proper  advantage  and 
fafety ;  in  fo  much  that  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared 
the  too  generous  prevailing  fpirit  of  general  to¬ 
leration,  notwithftanding  the  prefent  mild  ap¬ 
pearance  of  circum fiances,  will  be  productive 
of  much  future  mi fchief ;  indeed  to  date  it  in  its 
true  light,  it  is  neither  mere  nor  lefs  than  abso¬ 
lutely  weakening  the  great  foundation  hone  of 
the  eonftituticn,  and  deviating  from  the  grand 
and  foundeft  principle  of  our  political  reCtitude, 
founded  for  the  wifeft  dircCt  purpofe  of  conso¬ 
lidating  the  niafs  of  people  into  one  powerful 
harmonious  friendly  compact:,  which  in  every 
view  is  the  true  means  of  promoting  that  defir- 
able  unity,  happinefs,  and  profperity,  alike 
beneficial  to  government  and  its  fubjeCts  in 
general. 

It  will  very  ill  become  the  wifdom  of  our  go¬ 
vernment  therefore,  to  be  lulled  into  incautious 
indolence  or  inattention  by  this  feeming  Secu¬ 
rity  of  an  afeendant  fuperiority  in  the  church, 
of  which  they  cannot  be  too  mindful,  from  the 
clofe  connexion  it  bears  to  the  ftate  ;  the  fall 
of  the  one,  mult  be  the  fall  of  the  other;  at  once 
opening  the  door  to  the  molt  complete  and  fatal 

confufion. 
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confufion  in  every  department  and  circumftance 
of  life  ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  public  opinion 
of  the  memorable  a6ts  palfed  in  favour  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  upon  the  broad  principle  of 
reciprocity  and  liberality,  it  was  abfolutely  and 
direfllybreakingth rough  one  of  thofe  great  effen- 
tial  lines,  upon  which  the  firmnefs  and  llrength  of 
cur  conftitutionvery  materially  depends;  and 
it  was  fo  far  injurious  (as  will  allured!  y  too  plain¬ 
ly  be  feen)  that  it  was  immediately  ftrew- 
ing  the  way  with  thorns,  in  a  precedent  for  the 
endlefs  applications  and  demands  of  every  non- 
conforming  feci ;  which  no  fooner  obtained  than 
fo  much  the  fooner  renewed,  and  accordingly  by 
as  much  the  greater  becomes  the  difappoint- 
ment,  or  by  fo  much  the  forwarder  comes  on 
either  the  obftinate  determined  refolution  of 
obtaining  the  end  required,  or  otherwife  of 
feceeding  with  inveterate  fecret  eninit  y  and 
rooted  difguft,  ready  to  break  forth  upon  the 
flighted  occafions. 

It  is  readily  allowed  to  be  extremely  difficult 
to  remedy  an  evil  which  has  taken  fuch  deep 
root ;  what  is  called  liberty  of  confcience  has 

M  been 
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been  Ion?  granted  in  too  unconfined  a  degree  to 
be  fuddenly  or  eafily  countera&ed ;  but  when 
ft  ate  neceffity,  which  is  no  other  than  that  of  the 
people,  is  fully  comprehended  and  becomes 
an  •  obvious  confequence  ;  every  endeavour 
fhould  be  exerted  on  the  part  of  government, 
and  every  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fcdlaries  cordially  and  cheerfully  mani- 
fefled,  in  order  to  return  to  the  loll  path  of 
ancient  experience  and  constitutional  Security, 
and  firmly  to  amend  the  breach  already  com¬ 
menced  on  this  high  consequential  point  of 
national  Safety;  therefore  would  every  non-con- 
formift  do  well  to  confiderthat  though  he  might 
find  it  a  talk  too  Severe,  (merely  from  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  education)  to  depart  from  a  long-ulcd 
accuftomed  form  of  religion,  and  might  perhaps 
fancy  himfelf  (for  it  would  be  but  fancy)  highly 
aggrieved,  was  he  forced  into  a  fine!  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  ordinances  01  the  chuich  of  Lm- 
gland,  even  though  by  Such  fubmiflion  he  would 
thereby  be  materially  Serving  his  country,  him¬ 
felf,  and  the  public  ;  yet  would  he  do  nobly 
well  to  confidcr,  that  his  children  would  be  in 
no  fhape  whatever  injured,  not  even  on  this 

fancied 
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fancied  fcore  of  prejudice  and  fuppofition,  but 
would  on  the  contrary,  be  highly  benefited 
by  rearing  them  in  the  worfhip  of  the 
church,  as  eftablithed  for  the  immediate  welfare 
of  the  kingdom  ;  ic  is  therefore  recommended 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner  to  their  candour  and 
good  fenfe,  to  pay  fuch  attention  to  this  point 
as  may  be  produflive  of  the  mou  defi.in.bie 
coalition  and  aiTociation  of  the  general  interefts 
of  the  county  at  large,  and  happily  conduce  iO 
that  perfect  concord  and  union,  that  would  fo 
honourably  prove  a  renowned  and  glorious  ex¬ 
ample  of  their  attachment  and  regard  to  the 
true  interefts  of  their  pofterity,  and  an  illuftri- 
ous  ever  memorable  monument  of  their  fidelity, 
patriotum,  and  fupport  of  this  eftaolifhed  exc>-L- 
lent  conftitution,  both  in  church  and  flute. 

To  expect  this  advice  however  to  be  circum- 
ft antially  followed,  would  be  expeQing  more 
than  an  extended  furvey  of  the  general  occui- 
rences  in  the  file  of  man  will  authorize  ;  umeis 
fome  particular  inducement,  more  immediately 
applicable  to  the  prejudices  be  held  forth,  than 
patrkmfm,  brotherly  love,  or  diftant  advantage  ; 
iu  order  therefore  to  break  the  way  for  lo  de- 
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firable  an  accomodation,  it  mud  firfl  be  cbferv- 
ed,  that  the  huge  monfter  fo  fhockingly  terrific 
to  them,  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  an  airy 
unfubftantial  vifion  ;  for  whatever  of  defeft 
there  may  feem  in  the  churcJi  form  of  wor- 
fhip,  that  now  appears  fo  infurmountable  in  the 
eyes  of  every  non-conformift,  it  is  pofitively  and 
abfolutely  not  the  defect  of  the  eftablifhment, 
but  foie1}’  and  wholelv  the  defeat  of  the  pufila- 
nimity  and  d  gene  racy  of  mankind: — 

Neither  Prelbyterian,  Anabaptift,  Quaker,  or 
Methodiit  are  any  where  to  be  found,  leading 
a  life  fo  trucly  virtuous,  righteous,  arid  religious 
as  that  which  is  fo  flrongly  enjoined  and  or¬ 
dered  by  the  church  of  England,  therefore  if 
any  man  wifhes  to  be  more  devout  than  his 
neighbours,  he  does  highly  wrong  to  fly  to  a 
different  form  of  religion  for  that  purpofej  be- 
caufe  he  has  only  to  fulfil,  moderately,  the  or¬ 
dinances,  the  articles,  and  the  tenets  of  the 
mother  church,  and  he  will  inflantly  become  a 
pcrfe£t  pointed  renowned  model  of  Chriflianity. 

And  it  is  again  repeated,  that  if  the  church¬ 
men  do  not  feem  fufficiently  orderly  and  reli- 
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fyftem,  which  is  in  itfelf  moft  ftritHy  devout, 
but  that  of  its  followers  ;  a  fault  rooted  in  the 
nature  of  man,  proceeding  partly  from  the  de¬ 
generacy  of  the  times,  an  1  perhaps  partly  from 
the  remifluefs  <  r  the  aopoin-ed  regulators  :  let 
not  each,  o  either  the  nting  fefts,  how¬ 
ever,  imagine  any  advantage  to  their  caufe  in 
point  of  argument  in  the  lead  to  a’ife  from  this 
remillnt ;  s,  it  Inch  there  be  ;  foi  the  nature  of  man 
is  int  inflealiy  and  exactly  alike,  of  what  reli- 
gion  or  torm  of  wmfhip  foever;  and  this  re  mi  IT- 
nefs  therefore  would  accordingly  be  identically 
the  fame,  was  either  the  one  or  the  other  to 
reign  triumphant  in  national  fovereignty  : — 
The  difference  in  all  inferior  deviating  or- 
ders,  being  that  of  neceffarily  working  their  way 
by  an  outward  feeming  over-rightcoufnefs, 
without  which  it  would  be  utterly  impoffible  to 
carry  on,  attraft,  or  maintain,  a  thus  deceptious 
party  influence — the  very  fame  rule  holds  good 
in  point,  in  every  great  fyftem  whatever  and 
wherefoever,  that  is  purpofed  to  be  undermined 
by  the  leffer — a  more  than  the  common  degree 
of  indnflry,  craft,  watchfulnefs,  art,  diligence, 
and  feeming  good,  are  the  only  means  that 
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afford  the  chance  of  thus  attaining  thepropofed 
end. 

Now  then  was  it  pofhble  for  each  of  the  non- 
conforming  parties  fufhciently  to  divcfl  them- 
felves  of  thefe  their  prejudicial  prejudices,  lo 
as  moflly  to  educate  their  children  in  the  direct 
worship  of  Lhe  church  of  England,  as  every  true- 
born  faithful  British  fubjeft  ought  to  do;  it  might 
probably  be  an  inducement  to  the  Legislature  (as 
a  reciprocal  inducement  to  them)  to  take  into 
its  confident'ion,  any  ground  of  found  policy 
and  fubftantial  benefit  that  they  might  be  able 
with  due  fubmiffion  to  point  out,  for  the  revif- 
ing  and  correcting  any  particular  obnoxious 
article  or  tenet  in  the  prefent  eftablifhed  form, 
fo  as  to  render  it  more  congenial  to  the  temper 
and  difpofitions  of  a  confiderable  fet  of  men, 
who  are  no  otherwise  inimical  to  the  welfare  of 
Great  Britain,  than  in  this  deviation  and  oppo- 
filion  to  the  fixed  order  of  the  Late. 

In  thefe  their  references  however  the  diflen- 
tients  fhoukl  be  moderate,  and  not  expect  impof- 
fibilities ;  the  points  of  accommodation  lliould  be 
extremely  few,  and  well  founded  ;  for  the  church 
fvflem,  like  a  great  confequcntial  fabric,  con- 
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tlructed  on  a  plain  m a fly  order  of  architecture, 
certainly  may  be  rendered  more  directly  ufeful 
and  pleafurable  to  look  upon,  by  partaking  of  the 
correfponding  ornamental  improvements  of  an 
improved  age,  provided  they  be  made  with  re- 
quifite  cauticn  and  approved  judgment;  but 
lhould  the  foundation  of  this  weighty  pile,  either 
through  negligence  or  raflinefs,  or  through  a  defi- 
ciency  in  forefigfTTor  Ikill,  be  accidentally  un¬ 
dermined,  it  then  with  fearful  and  wonderous 
havoc,  becomes  one  tremendous  heap  of  con- 
fufed  ruins,  deflroying  at  once  in  its  fall,  the  un¬ 
filled  artift  and  ignorant  workman,  who  thus 
ruefully  and  blindly  become  the  immediate  in- 
flrument  of  their  own  downfall  and  deftru&ion. 

If  fuch  then  fhould  ever  be  the  conduct  of  the 
non-conformihs,  it  will  be  a  duty  incumbent  on 
the  governing  powers  in  church  and  flate,  to 
pay  that  attention  to  their  feveral  proffered 
opinions  and  requifitions,  referred  to  their  judg¬ 
ment  with  all  that  due  refpedt  and  deliberate 
calm  refignation  of  tone,  which  the  importance  of 
the  object  and  the  high  refponfive  fituationofthe 
great  and  leading  councils  of  the  legiflature  muft 
ever  claim  and  maintain;  nor  is  there  the  lead 
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doubt  but  that  every  fuch  ftatement,  made  on 
proper  well-informed  grounds^  and  thus  proper¬ 
ly  referred,  would,  (as  indeed  it  ever  ought) 
meet  with  a  fatisfa&ory,  confiderate  invediga- 
tion,  proportionate  to  the  nature,  truth,  and 
importance  of  the  fubjects  fo  prefented  for 
confidcration  ;  and  as  much  of  folid  good,  as 
they  might  in  part,  or  in  the  whole  contain 
would  be  mod  afluredly  placed  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  public  account. 

But  fuch  a  meafurc,  though  it  would  un- 
doutedly  be  a  glorious  epoch  in  the  annals  of 
this  country,  that  would  highly  redound  to  the 
honour,  candour,  welfare,  and  fame  of  every 
non-conformid ;  yet  notwithdanding  this,  it 
confeffedly  cannot  be  looked  up  to  with  any 
degree  of  confidence  or  well-formed  expectation. 

Therefore,  what  further  remains  for  com¬ 
mentary  difeudion,  is  the  mode  of  efFeCiually 
counteracting  and  guarding  againd  the  confe- 
quences  of  an  evil;  that  is  not  very  likely  thus 
to  be  remedied. 

The  liberal  plan  on  which  the  legifiature  of 
tnis  country  has  long  proceeded  in  thefe  mat¬ 
ters,  has  hitherto  been  that  of  a  generous,  but 
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dangerous  fyftem,  merely  timely  and  palliatory ; 
wilhing  to  pleafe  all,  and  to  offend  none,  footh- 
ingly  and  ineffedtually  endeavouring  to  keep  the 
power  of  the  non-conformifls  fimply  at  a 
fland ;  allowing  them  at  the  fame  time  every 
latitude  and  confidence  that  could  well  be 
required,  in  order  to  keep  them  in  humour,  and 
attach  them  firmly  to  the  intereft  of  govern¬ 
ment;  but  alas,  this  is  only  encourageing,  nay 
nurfing,  and  not  counteracting  the  evil ;  it  is 
in  effeft,  the  diredt  fimilitude  of  fuffering  a 
thoughtlefs  infant,  perfectly  giddy  with  its 
unufual  liberty,  to  dance  and  play  at  the  ex¬ 
treme  edge  of  a  tremendous  precipice ;  or  as 
the  fame  wayward  child,  left  by  a  foolifh  indul¬ 
gent  mother,  hungry  and  alone  in  her  garden, 
within  the  reach  of  delicious  fruit  that  would 
tempt  an  Anchorite,  whereof,  being  thus  led 
into  temptation,  it  would  of  courfe  immode¬ 
rately  eat  to  the  immediate  ruin  of  its  own 
health,  and  then  innocently  fpoil  what  re¬ 
mained,  to  the  forrow,  lofs,  and  felf-blame  of 
the  fond  unthinking  parent : — in  fhort,  tor  go¬ 
vernment  to  proceed  in  this  indecifive,  inatten¬ 
tive,  or  too  indulgent  manner,  will  be  prepar- 
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ing  a  rod  for  themfelves,  wherewith  to  be  per¬ 
petually  lcourged ;  at  once  encourageing  the 
diffenting  feels  of  every  denomination,  one  and 
all,  (who  are  already  become  a  very  confider- 
able  colleflive  body)  to  be  higher  and  higher 
in  their  demands,  until  exceeding  the  bounds 
of  all  moderation — government  will  be  under 
the  neceffity  of  doing  that  at  lafl  with  difficulty, 
which  they  might  before  have  done  without  the 
lead  apprchcnfion  ;  and  as  prevention  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  preferable  to  cure,  and  as  it  can 
never  be  an  approved  maxim,  barely  to  keep 
an  evil  fo  liable  to  break  forth  upon  a  fine  hair 
breadth  balance,  the  dire£l  and  only  oppofite 
dimulative  to  this  prevention,  mufl  be  quite 
the  contrary  of  that  which  is  ufed  ;  in  dead  of 
allowing  greater  latitude  in  religion,  it  is  ne- 
cefiary  even  now,  or  depend  upon  it  it  will 
henceforward  be  found  more  fo,  fo  to  confine, 
cloc,  and  load,  one  and  all  of  thefe  vifionary 
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wayward  opiniated  injurious  diflenting  par¬ 
ties,  as  to  occafion  a  natural  confequent  de- 
creafe,  which  though  it  might  not  be  rapid, 
Ihould  be  regularly  gradual  and  abfolutely  cer¬ 
tain;  (fo  drange  it  is,  but  no  lefs  true,  that 
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men  mull  frequently  even  be  thus  almoft  im¬ 
perceptibly  forced  againfl  their  inclinations 
into  their  own  advantage) — but  to  render  fuch 
a  meafure  truly  permanent  and  ferviceable,  it 
would  at  the  fame  time  be  neceflary  to  roufe 
the  lethargic  careleffnefs  and  difcipline  of  the 
church  clergy  in  common,  and  particularly  to 
caufe  an  attentive  obfervance  of  duty  in  the 
higher  offices,  appointed  with  high  falaries,  for 
the  moft  effential  and  beneficial  purpofe,  of 
watching  over  the  conduct  of  the  inferiors  in 
every  line  of  view,  in  order  to  prevent  negleft, 
impropriety,  and  irreverence  of  every  kind,  in 
the  parifh  and  village  paftors. 

One  circumftance  that  frequently  occurs  is 
particularly  blameable  in  fome  of  the  clergy  of 
the  church  of  England  ;  which  is  that  of  allud¬ 
ing  with  fatire  and  feverity  in  public  fervice* 
through  peak,  envy,  malice,  or  any  unchari- 
tablenefs  whatever,  pointedly  to  any  individual 
perfon ;  conduct  like  this  (of  which  there  are 
many  inftances  that  go  unpunifhed)  is  the 
highefl,  moft  arrogant  prefumption,  that  men, 
whofe  diredl  duty  it  is  to  keep  peace  and  order 
in  the  place  of  worfliip,  and  to  be  an  example  of 
N  2  moderation 
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moderation  and  impartiality,  can  poffibly  be 
guilty  of — in  its  confequence,inftead  ofinfpiring 
piety  and  godlinefs,  it  cannot  but  roufe  the  in 
dignation  of  the  thinking  part  of  their  auditors; 
and  as  to  the  perfon  alluded  to  (if  prefent)  when 
the  reverential  order  of  the  church  is  thus  bro¬ 
ken  in  upon  by  one  of  its  own  appointed  fer- 
vants,  it  would  by  no  means  be  blameable,  in  the 
light  of  generally  flopping  the  mal-ignomini- 
ous  practice,  to  take  every  fuch  fellow  (for  he  then 
becomes  unworthy  of  any  other  name)  by  the 
collar,  and  at  once  hurl  him  from  his  pulpited 
throne  of  thus  corrupted  fecurity,  and  cafl  him 
out  from  the  church,  even  as  a  minifler  of  hell, 
as  one,  highly  unworthy  of  the  reverend  feat 
and  gown  he  wears;  as  one,  who  fets  at  defi¬ 
ance  the  authority  of  his  fuperiors;  as  one, 
who  counterafts  every  good  purpofe  of  his 
profeffion,  and  turns  it  into  evil ;  as  one,  who 
thus  airumingly,  impertinentlv,  profanely,  and 
unpardonably  diflurbs,  and  publicly  makes 
war  upon  the  peace  and  harmony  of  fociety. 

To  thefe  and  all  other  circum fiances,  lefTen- 
ing  the  dignity  and  reverence  of  the  church, 
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the  bifhops,  abfolutely  delegated  and  paid  for 
this  only  purpofe,  fhould  attend  with  the  moll 
affiduous  Ariel  obfervation,  and  inflantly  flrip 
thefe  defaulters  of  their  holy  garb;  without 
this  a£live  fpirit  of  regulation,  reformation  can 
neither  be  had  nor  expe&ed;  with  it,  a  confe- 
cjuentfalutary  return  of  many  of  its  departed  vo¬ 
taries  ;  and  it  is  the  more  immediately  requiftte 
at  a  time  like  this,  when  there  is  fuch  an  evident 
inclination  kept  afloat  by  the  more  induftrious 
felf-ferving  pallors  of  the  various  non-confor- 
mifts,  to  defert  from  the  too  fecure  and  indo¬ 
lent  ftandard  of  the  church,  to  their  deluflve, 
ftrange,  and  therefore  attractive  dodlrines — 
likewife  fhould  both  bifhops  and  magiflrates, 
joindy  and  equally,  with  birch  in  hand,  as  par¬ 
ticularly  attend  to  the  Jobs,  Daniels,  and  Solo¬ 
mons  of  the  field,  who  under  the  cloak  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  religion,  are  at  the  very  inftant 
doing  the  ulmolt  in  their  power  to  disjoint  the 
kingdom,  and  are  aftually  then  fowing  the 
feeds  of  future  deftruftive  religious  difcord,  by 
feducing  the  too  eafy  credulous  multitude 
from  the  eftablifhed  form  of  worfhip  ;  and  this 
folcly  with  the  private  view  of  trumpeting  forth 
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a  fame  of  oratorical  roaring,  that  foon  begets 
them  a  tabernacle  of  ignorants,  and  fills  their 
pockets  at  the  expence  of  the  general  injury. 

Indeed  it  is  podible  there  may  be  fome  few, 
who  may  look  upon  the  Methodid  preachers, 
as  working  a  licenced  under-part  of  the  na¬ 
tional  eftablifhment,  (or  in  the  vulgar  corref- 
ponding  phraife,  doing  the  dirty  work,)  by  a 
particular  directed  attention  to  indill  and 
thunder  devotion  into  the  lower  order  of  the 
people;  but  this  would  be  a  rnofl  fatal  error  to 
fubdantiatc,  by  gradually  occafioning  a  total 
divifion  that  would  be  very  fadly  experienced 
by  poftcrity;  and  the  church  is  fo  fully  equal, 
and  has  within  itfelf  that  varied  latitude  in  its 
lcilbns  of  piety,  fo  completely  adapted  to  every 
underftanding,  however  poor  and  unlettered, 
that  it  needs  only  the  proper  attention  and 
fuitable  application  of  them,  to  work  the  de¬ 
fir.  d  heavenly  purpofe  with  the  moll  ample 
eiTecl ;  it  would  therefore  be  weak  and  unpar¬ 
donable  not  to  exert  and  retain  in  the  mod  en¬ 
larged  fenfe,  and  with  the  mod  fcrupulous  ex- 
actnels,  all  its  functions  and  all  its  votaries. 
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F  rther  like  wife  obferve,  that  in  direct  con¬ 
tra  iction  to  paft  and  prefent  practice,  formed 
UMon  a  fa.'acious  and  too  confident  contempt, 
the  attention  fhould  not  be  merely  confined  to 
the  fects  that  have  already  from  this  caufe 
taken  too  deep  a  root ;  but  every  diffonant  new 
doctrine  of  whatever  nature,  wherever,  and  by 
whomfoever  flatted,  fhould  experience  the  molt 
decided,  effectual,  and  inftant  check. 

For  this  purpofe,  every  man  who  has  difeo- 
vered,  or  fancies  that  he  has  difcovered  any  new 
doctrine,  that  he  may  think,  believe  or  hope, 
(from  whatever  motive  no  matter)  may  be  in¬ 
troduced  as  the  offspring  of  his  bright,  opin¬ 
ionated,  or  fanatical  brain,  fhould  under  the  fe- 
vereft  penalty  (than  which  none  can  exceed  the 
ill  confequence  of  non-obfervance)  be  flriclly 
bound  and  obligated  to  fubmit  the  fubject  mat¬ 
ter  to  the  mature  deliberate  confideration  of 
the  bilhops  and  ruling  powers  of  the  church,  in 
the  fir  ft  inftance ;  when,  fhould  it  contain 
ought  of  good,  whatever  that  good  may  be, 
fhould  certainly  be  incorporated  into  the  na¬ 
tional  eflabhfhmcnt,  and  the  author  duly  re¬ 
warded  for  his  meritorious  fervice;  but  as  will 
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more  generally  happen,  fhould  it  contain  no 
folid  permanent  immediate  or  diftant  improve¬ 
ment,  the  propofal  fhould  be  returned  with  all 
that  liberal  urbanity  that  Ihould  ever  mark  the 
v/ifdom  of  their  impartial  councils,  by  thus  far 
taking  the  will  for  the  deed,  in  the  laudability 
of  a  good,  though  fruitlefs  intention,  of  render¬ 
ing  fervice  to  God  and  man  : — 

But  after  the  publifhing  this  effential  decree, 
moll  pofitively  forbidding  the  preaching  or 
making  public,  by  any  means  whatfoever,  any 
opinions,  doctrines,  or  even  fuppofitions,  con¬ 
trary  in  fubftance  or  effect  from  the  identicals 
of  the  mother  church,  without  firfl;  being  fub- 
mitted  as  before  mentioned,  and  without  every 
tittle  of  fuch  new  do&rine,  opinion,  or  fuppo- 
fition  being  fully,  clearly,  and  knowingly  au¬ 
thorized  and  recommended  by  thefe  guardian 
powers ;  then  after  this,  fliould  any  man,  (let 
him  be  whom  he  may,  whether  high  or  low, 
obfeure  or  celebrated)  prefume  to  deliver,  print, 
or  write,  with  the  intent  of  fecretly  or  openly 
propagating  fuch  improper  doftrines,  opinions, 
or  fuppofitions,  which  have  either  not  been 
prefented  at  all,  or  have  been  previoufly  fo  dif- 
,  approved ; 
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approved ;  every  fuch  perfon  becomes  Inflant- 
lv  a  public  defaulter,  a  daring  difobedient 
facrilegious  culprit  of  the  moft  injurious  caft; 
and  fhould  be  treated  with  that  feverity  of  fine^ 
imprifonmentj  or  bodily  punifhment,  (which 
Ihould  be  fteadfaftly  and  unremittingly  inflict¬ 
ed)  according  in  perfect  juftice  to  the  hate  of 
the  offence  and  (in  point  of  fine)  of  the 
offender. 

Now  having  endeavoured  to  point  out  the 
impropriety  and  bad  tendency  of  the  many 
different  contending  religious  interefls,  that  fd 
materially  foment  unfortunate  animoflties,  that 
already  form  diviflons  of  the  people  fo  highly 
injurious  to  the  flate,  and  that  may  hereafter, 
if  not  timely  counteracted,  more  fadly  difturb 
the  harmonious  peace  and  quiet  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain;  and  having  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  appointed  magiftracy,  and 
particularly  to  the  eflablilhed  church,  a  more 
Ariel  attention  to  her  interefls,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  hold  out  and  offer,  a  moderate  catioiis 
revifion  throughout  its  feveral  parts,  as  an 
equivalent  inducement  to  the  various  dillenting 
parties,  to  unite  in  the  great  purpofe  of  confoh- 
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dating  the  people  into  one  compaft  general 
powerful  mafs,  of  mod  dcfirable  unity ;  or 
otherwife,  on  failure  of  its  acceptation,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  by  fuch  a  regular  fure  train  of  well-laid 
policy,  that  will  not  fail  in  the  end  to  obtain 
and  accomplifh  with  eafe  and  fafety  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  the  great  object  aimed  at — there  flill  re¬ 
mains,  yet  to  call  for  the  affidance  of  govern- 
mcnt  to  this  meafure,  which  may  at  fird  per¬ 
haps  dartle,  but  fhould  not  ferioufly  alarm 
them ;  the  talk  may  indeed  carry  trouble  upon 
the  face  of  it,  but  the  fuperior  exifting  power 
of  the  church,  the  prefent  well  difpofed  date  of 
the  kingdom,  the  perfect  confpicuous  advantage 
of  the  purpofe,  with  the  well-known  attachment 
of  the  people  to  the  prefent  government,  mud 
do  away  every  idea  of  danger  or  confulion  from 
their  concurrence  in  an  attainment  fo  import¬ 
ant  and  devoutly  to  be  wifhed  for. 

Firft  then,  refpedting  the  attention  of  the 
Bifhops  and  Magiflrates,  it  would  be  highly 
advifable  in  government,  where  it  is  fo  evi¬ 
dently  wanting,  to  fupply  the  glaring  deficiency 
that  fo  injurioufiy  manifeds  itfelf  in  their  fu- 
pinenefs  of  mod  perfect  indifference,  and  in  their 

continued 
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continued  negligent  ufage  of  unwarrantable 
permiflion,  of  any,  and  every  abfurd  doftrine, 
old  and  new,  that  is  now  every  where  pro¬ 
pagated,  without  the  leaft  obftruction,  not- 
withftanding  that  it  fo  ftrikingly  affects  the 
future  well-being  of  both  church  and  ftate  ;  all 
thefe  points  that  have  been  fo  particularly  here¬ 
in  before  recommended  to  them,  may  neverthe- 
lefs  require  the  enforcing  hand  of  government, 
as  an  effeftual  fpur  to  their  induftry  and  obfer- 
vance,  highly  requifite  to  the  total  falutary 
prevention  of  all  thefe  detrimental  encroach¬ 
ments  upon  the  effahlilhed  religion  of  the 
country. 

Every  government  of  every  kingdom,  to  be 
ferviceable  to  the  people,  fhould  be  an  effective 
government ;  and  the  only  means  of  rendering 
them  fo,  is,  beyond  a  doubt,  to  place  fo  much 
refponhble  authority  and  power  in  their  hands, 
as  fully  to  enable  them  to  carry  through,  with¬ 
out  fear,  delay  or  apprehenhon,  any  meafure 
whatfoever  that  may  be  {tamped  with  an  uner¬ 
ring  conviction  of  equity,  truth,  juftice,  and 
public  advantage ;  and  by  as  much  as  any  go¬ 
vernment  falls  fhort  of  this  power,  by  juft  fo 
O  2  much 
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much  are  they  over-reftained,  to  the  lofs  and 
injury  of  the  community  at  large  ;  yet  notwith¬ 
standing  this  felf-evident  pofition,  fuch  has 
been  the  continued  cultom  of  fyftematic  oppo- 
fition  in  this  country,  that  it  has  to  all  appear¬ 
ance  degenerated  into  a  fixed  circumftancc  of 
neceffary  order;  fo  much  fo,  that  men  who 
violently  oppofc  the  meafures  of  government, 
even  in  places  that  fliould  be  facred  to  the  web, 
fare  of  the  kingdom,  frequently  much  Ids  con- 
fider  the  fubjedt  matter  of  their  difcufhon,  than 
the  pcrfons  and  party  who  propofe  them;  not- 
\yithftanding  which,  however  evident  and  indu¬ 
bitably  clear  this  may  be,  becaufe  merely  they 
have  it  to  fay,  fuch  was  and  fuch  is  our  opinion, 
in  dire£t  con  tradition  to  the  evidence  of  the 
fcnfcs;  inftead  of  the  opprobium  that  fliould 
ever  attend  fuch  conduct,  finking  deadly  at  tjie 
very  root  of  our  every  blefiing,  they  fliew  their 
faces  as  unconcernedly,  and  are  feemingly  con- 
fidered  by  the  thoughtlefs  people  with  the  fame 
appearance  of  grace  and  good  humour,  as  if  they 
had  acted  their  parts,  according  to  the  true  or¬ 
der  of  the  conflitution,  according  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  right  rcafon,  and  according  to  the  im- 

pulfe 
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pulfe  of  a  confcicntious  juftnefs  of  underftand. 

•  and  this  indeed  is  now  become  fo  habitual, 
that  perhaps  to  fay,  that  men  Ihould  confine 
their  attention  in  all  public  queftions  and  de¬ 
bates  wholly  and  entirely  to  the  fubject  mat¬ 
ter  and  its  confequences  only,  without  once 
adverting  to  the  party  or  perfon  from  whom  the 
propofition  might  originate,  will  not  pals  with- 
put  its  confequent  expected  lhare  of  ridicule  : 
but  however  this  may  be,  it  is  neverthelefs  a 
fundamental,  though  an  obfolete  and  forgotten 
truth. 

Men  in  general  now  form  themfelves  into 
parties,  and  mod  afurdly  confider  it  di  (ho¬ 
nourable  to  deviate  from  their  given  line  of 
opinion  ;  being  once  entered  and  adopted,  each 
looks  upon  his  voice  and  interelt  as  due  in  ho¬ 
nour  (very  poor  honour)  to  its  fupport,  be  their 
purpofes  what  they  may  ;  thus  abl'olutely  mak¬ 
ing  fuch  their  party,  or  if  you  pleafe,  them¬ 
felves,  the  grand  and  primary  motive  of  thought 
and  action,  and  poor  old  England  only  the 
fecondary,  folorn,  and  lad  obje£t  of  their  re¬ 
nowned  and  illuftrious  councils - Is  this 

juft? — is  this  conllitutional  ? — is  this  honour¬ 
able  ? 
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ar  Ic? — is  this  wife? — is  it  fulfilling  a  bounden 
duty  ? — is  this  to  the  advantage  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain? — or  rather  is  not  this  an  endeavour  to 
cramp,  fetter,  retard  and  clog  unconstitutionally 
(bccaufe  upon  unconftitutional  principles)  the 
meafures  of  government,  whether  good  or  bad, 
and  the  very  direct  means  of  damping  their  ar¬ 
dour  in  every  noble  and  falutary  purfuit,  how 
beneficial  foever? — O  ye  Judges,  Sages,  and 
Eiders  of  the  people  !  pronounce  and  fay. 

However,  notwilhftanding  that  the  adminif- 
tration  of  this  country  frequently  experience 
tiie  greatefl  difficulty  in  carrying  through  any 
great  extenfive  new  propofition,  more  efpeci- 
ally  fuch  as  tend  to  confine  the  people  beyond 
the  line  to  which  they  have  lately  been  accuf- 
fomed ;  yet  the  point  in  queflion  is  fo  evidently 
the  caufe  of  the  community  at  large,  and  fo 
nearly  concerns  the  intcrefl  of  oppofilion,  as 
well  as  that  of  government,  that  it  is  not 
doubted  but  the  high  fuperior  attraction  of 
religious  benefit,  will  draw  a,Il  equally  to  one 
united  favourable  fentiment,  and  to  one  accord¬ 
ing  general  couclufion. 

O  O 


Let 


C  ] 

Let  not  oppofition,  however,  take  what  h2S 
juft  been  written  fo  perfonally  to  themfelves, 
as  on  that  account,  to  occafion  a  refentment 
againft  the  meafure  herein  before  recommen¬ 
ded  (equally  to  them  as  to  government) ;  for 
they  may  reft  perfectly  and  confidently  allured, 
that  it  has  proceeded  from  no  partial  perfonal 
antipathy  of  the  moil  diftant  nature,  but  feru- 
puloufiy  from  a  complete  and  thorough 
conviction,  that  thefe  accuftomed  predetermi¬ 
ned  fyftematic  parties,  that  have  fo  long  fub- 
fifted  in  this  kingdom  as  now  almoft  to  be¬ 
come  an  habitual  matter  of  courfe,  muft  as  long 
as  continued,  conftantly  impede  and  protract 
every  negociation  of  the  public  bufinefs,  even 
to  the  indteifion  and  retardment  of  republica- 
nifm,  and  ever  prove  an  eftential,  nay  even  an 

alarming  injury  to  the  whole  nation - on 

the  other  hand  it  is  no  lefs  ftrenuoufly  ad¬ 
vanced  than  it  is  firmly  believed,  that  fuch  is 
the  noble  fpirit  of  the  people  in  general,  both 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  that  whenever 
they  may  experience  fufficient  and  actual  caufe 
of  exception  and  complaint  againft  their 
ruling  powers,  (which  it  is  confidently  prefu- 

med 
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med  and  hoped  to  be  far,  very  far  diflant)  they 
will  molt  alfuredly,  beyond  the  fmalleft  doubt, 
on  the  inftantj  ever  be  found  as  ready  as  the 
moll  hardy  fon  of  Britain  could  wifh,  to  hand 
bold!)'  forward  in  the  fupport  and  maintenance 
of  their  juft  and  conftitutional  rights,  privileges 
and  advantages. 

But  now  to  return  again  more  pointedly  to 
the  o-rcat  caufe  of  the  eftablifhed  church  of 

O 

England,  from  which  the  fevcral  juft  preceed- 
ing  refle&ions,  though  not  entirely  unconnected 
with  the  iffue,  have  rather  drawn  the  fubject ; 
there  remains,  however,  but  little  further  to 
add,  than  merely  the  ftatmg  one  or  two  objec¬ 
tions — which  are  the  molt  likely  to  be  ftarted 
in  oppofition  to  this  very  beneficial  fyftem  of 
eftablifhing  one,  and  only  one  religion,  as  the 
dirett  national  worfhip  of  the  natives  through¬ 
out  one  entire  dominion  ;  and  confequently  of 
preventing  any  and  every  individual  from  run¬ 
ning  unwarily  into,  and  purfuing  the  moll  pre¬ 
judicial  and  endlefs  excreffencics  of  an  unfixed 
imagination,  to  which  there  is  no  prepofterous 
chimerical  fantafy,  that  their  unconfined  en- 
thufiafm  might  not  lead  the  greater  part  of 

a  people* 
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a  people,  fo  ealily  deluded  as  the  commonality 
of  this,  or  indeed  any  other  country. 

The  firfl  and  leading  champion,  then,  of  re¬ 
ligious  liberty,  may  very  readily  be  fuppofed  to 
exclaim,  “That  religion  fhould  ever  be  open 
to  the  improvement  of  heavenly  infpiration  ; 
confequently  thus  to  confine  it  to  one  fixed 
order,  would  be,  in  effect,  to  fhut  out  the  light 
of  Heaven,  caufing  us  for  ever  to  be  chained 
to  one  dark  line  of  polluted  ignorance. 

To  all  thofe  who  may  hold  fuch  unfavour¬ 
able  opinions  of  the  confinement  that  is  here¬ 
in  recommended,  let  them  but  look  back  to 
thefe  particular  points,  and  they  will  there  find 
that  all  further  ceremonies,  devices,  or  doctrines 
whatever,  that  may  at  any  time  occur  to  par¬ 
ticular  individuals,  (whether  perchance,  deep 
thought  or  infpiration,  no  matter,)  and  that  may 
be  judged  to  render  unerring,  abfolute,  con¬ 
fident  fervice  to  the  great  caufe  of  religion,  aie 
there  mod  pointedly  and  drenuoufiy  purposed 
to  be  introduced  into  the  national  eftabhfh- 
ment;  when  they  will  immediately  perceive^ 
that  the  only  identical  difference  from  this 

their  objecting  inclination,  is  actually  no  other 
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than  this ;  that  they  would  fuffer  the  biafTed 
opinion  of  the  fingle  incoherent  individual 
proje&or  to  Hand  in  competition  with  a  na¬ 
tional  council,  compofed  of  the  firft-rate  abili¬ 
ties,  on  the  nice  critical  point  of  palling  that 
very  difficult  judgment  which  is  fo  highly  im¬ 
portant,  concerning  the  propriety,  reflitude, 
confequences,  and  general  benefit,  of  all  fuch 
defired  innovating  introdu6Honsj  whereas,  on 
the  contrary,  the  confinement  here  intended,  fo 
much  more  properly  refers  every  fuch  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  impartiality  of  fuch  evident 
fuperiority  of  council ; — therefore  it  follows  too 
plainly  to.  need  further  argument,  that  fo  far 
from  fhutting  out  the  infpiring  light  of  Heaven, 
it  is  the  foul  vapoured  lightening  only,  that  fo 
quickly  blafls  the  fight  of  poor  weak  dcfence- 
Icfs  mortals,  that  with  the  Divine  Providence 
would  be  fafely  conduced  to  fome  bare  fpot  of 
earth,  there  to  be  harmfsley  exhaufted  to  the 
joy  and  relief  of  mankind,  without  fo  much  as 
leaving  to  the  view  one  lhattered  remnant  of  its 
avengeful  deflruftive  power. 

The  next  objection  may  be  that  of  a  fup- 
pofed  injuflice  to  the  different  diffenting  fe6ts 
that  have  been,  and  are  now  eltablifhcd. 
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To  have  been  in  error,  and  to  be  in  error,  is  a 
poor  argument  for  continuing  in  error— this  error, 
too,  has  not  till  lately  become  fo  confpicuous: — 
it  mull  further  be  faid,  that  the  general  good, 
which  equally  too  includes  them  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  mafs,  muff  ever  be  firfl  confidered;  then 
afterwards,  and  not  till  then,  follows  that  of  all 
thefe  particular  clafTes  alluded  to;  but  when 
the  latter  (lands  in  direft  competition  with  the 
former,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  there  can  be  no 
admiffion  whatever  of  a  contending  nature  on 
the  queflion  at  iffue;  and  thus  the  objection 
vanifhes  at  once  into  air — for  what  they  par¬ 
tially  call  injuftice,  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than 
the  noble  uncontaminated  voice  of  national 
Juflice  herfelf,  enrobed  in  the  purefl  array  of 
truth,  equity  and  wifdom. 

A  third  objection  may  be  darted  by  the  ob- 
dinate  and  violent,  declaring  there  is  no  reli¬ 
gion  but  that  of  their  own  particular  fe£t,  the" 
will  fatisfy  their  fine  feelings  and  fcrupulous 
consciences;  and  therefore  ifl'uch  ameafure  was 
to  be  carried  into  execution,  they,  their  families, 
nay,  their  whole  fraternity  would  pofitively 
emigrate  to  fome  more  goodly  land,  where 

P  2  they 
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they  might  enjoy  religious  liberty  in  its  full 

fcope. 

But  what  inconfiderates  arc  thefe,  and  how 
few  of  them  ? — let  them  but  afk  this  confcience 
of  theirs  the  dirett  queflion,  wherein  the  injury, 
the  injuflice,  the  inequity  of  this  fubjefl  con- 
fifts;  and  if  it  be  not  an  ugly,  inveterate, 
fwellcd  confcience,  of  a  molt  enormous  fize,  it 
will  inflantly  point  out  to  them  that  it  is  only 
to  be  found  in  their  own  thoughtleflnefs  and 
unconfcioufnefs  of  expectation;  fuch  even  as 
will  foon  fo  flare  them  in  the  face  as  to  put 
them  entirely  out  of  countenance,  when  they 
come  clofely  to  confidcr  the  matter  in  dif- 
cuffion — for  this  purpofe  it  mufl  be  reduced  to 
a  clear  decifive  point,  amounting  exactly  to 
this — whether  a  whole  nation  fo  great  and 
powerful  as  this,  is  to  ftoop  and  bow  down  in 
humble  worfhip  to  their  fine  feelings  and  feru- 
pulous  confciences  j  or  that  their  fine  feelings 
and  fcrupulous  confciences  are  to  fubmit  and 
give  place  to  the  cufloms,  laws,  eflablifhmcnts 
and  welfare  of  their  bounteous,  too  generous,  and 
mighty  country — or  fhould  they  prefer  this 
flatemerit,  it  is  equally  applicable ;  whether  they 
Vvill  have  the  a  durance  and  hardinefs  to  fet  up 

their 
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their  narrow  partial  notions  of  right  and  wrong, 
in  any  matter  or  circumftance,  of  either  life  or 
futurity,  in  oppofition  to  the  collective  wifdom 
of  this  enlightened  country?  —  the  inflant 
anfwer  to  thefe  obvious  quehions  would  be 
decifively — no — they  only  needed  conviction 
to  fhew  that  they  poffefTcd  the  foul  of  Britons, 
ever,  (when  thus  become  clearly  fenhble  of 
their  miltake)  more  ready  in,  and  receiving 
more  fatisfaction  from  the  noble  and  generous 
acknowledgment  of  their  errors,  than  they 
could  ever  othcrwife  have  enjoyed  from  the 
obftinate,  ill-founded,  untimely,  and  injurious 
fupport  of  them. 

But  fhould,  however,  one  more  obdurate 
than  the  reft  hill  pretend  to  hold  his  purpofe 
as  good,  and  fet  himfelf  up  as  the  dictatory 
god  of  a  whole  people:  away  with  him! — for 
he  mult  then  be  regarded,  as  one  infected  with 
a  raging  hydrophobia  of  enthufiafm  ;  whofe  ve¬ 
nom  contaminates  whatever  it  inwardly  tou¬ 
ches  ;  as  one  totally  unworthy  of  the  bread 
that  flows  from  a  land  fo  much  his  contraft  in 
liberality,  and  fo  bounteous  in  all  the  luxuriant 
gifts  of  nature. 
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At  lalt,  however,  before  the  final  departure, 
reflection,  in  fpite  of  his  incorrigibility,  will 
fteal  upon  his  fenfes,  and  caufe  him  to  con  fide  r 
with  himfelf ;  where  can  lie  go,  to  what  quarter, 
to  what  fpot  of  the  world  can  he  fly,  where  he 
can  enjoy  that  temperature  of  climate,  that 
fruitful  plenteous  production  of  foil  that  now 
lb  amply  recorapences  his  toil  and  inftufirv; 
that  right  of  trading  to  every  quarter  of  the 
globe;  that  opportunity  of  getting  forward  and 
enriching  himfelf  and  his  family;  where  will 
he  find  that  honefl  franknefs  of  addrefs,  hofpi- 
table  liberality  and  fincerity  in  friendffiip; 
where  the  ncccffaries,  conveniences,  and  luxu¬ 
ries  of  life  in  fuch  abundance ;  and  where  an 
equal  mildnefs,  equity,  and  fe'curity  of  govern, 
merit  that  are  to  be  compared  to  thefe  he  fo 
amply  experiences  in  this,  his  native  country? 

Alas!  far  may  he  go,  and  long  may  he 
feck,  ere  he  finds  an  appearance  of  fimilarity; 
and  when  fuppofed  to  be  found,  a  fliort  trial 
would  very  loon  prove  the  fallacy  of  fuch  a 
fcheme  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  lo  manifefl; 
to  him  his  own  egregious  folly,  that  he  would 
afiTuredly  rejoice  in  the  firft  opportunity  of  re¬ 
deeming 
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deeming  his  then  evident  error,  by  a  fpeedy 
return  to  the  embraces  of  his  kindred  and 
friends,  in  this  much  to  be  envied  realm  of 
bleffed  peace  and  plenty. 

From  emigration,  then,  nothing  of  fuch  con- 

i 

fequence  is  to  be  apprehended,  as  in  the  leatl 
to  fway  the  judgment  againft  this  meafure, 
fraught  with  confequences  too  high  to  be  af¬ 
fected  bv  the  dread  of  fuch  feather-like  threat- 
nfngs,  from  thofe  few  who  might  for  a  time  be 
thus  violently  adventurous. 

Next  and  laftly  comes  forward  an  objection 
more  material  than  all  the  reft — which  is — the 
difficulty  in  carrying  through  all  the  branches 
of  the  legiflature,  a  meafure  that  might  feem  on 
a  fuperficial  view,  to  hold  out  an  appearance 
of  rather  conltraining  the  happy  enviable  li¬ 
berty  of  our  glorious  conftitution. 

m 

Far,  very  far  from  fuch  intent  be  this  work — ■ 
no — that  ineflimable  jewel — Liberty  without 
licentioufnefs — which  fo  nobly  charafterizes 
this  country,  would  receive  no  fhock,  no  check, 
no  infringement  whatever  from  the  full  execution 
of  the  purpofes  herein  propofed — laws  mull 
be  made,  and  laws  mull  be  obeyed — what 

law 
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law  then  can  be  fo  de  fir  able,  as  that  which 
tends  to  unite  one  people  in  one  great  power¬ 
ful  band  of  peaceable  harmonious  concord  and 
amity  ?  while  it  confines  the  mind  of  man 
to  fuch  enviable  points  as  thefe,  it  neither  con- 
trouls  nor  conftrains  any  individual,  beyond  that 
which  is  necelfary  for  the  falutary  prefervation 
and  good  of  himfelf,  his  family,  and  his  pofte- 
rilv  ;  it  is  in  effcft,  impartially  and  generally 
leading  the  blind  with  the  foft  filken  cord  of 
mild  religion,  in  the  downy  velvetcd  path  of 
focial  virtue,  friendly  compaft,  and  moral  rec¬ 
titude  ;  without  which  they  w'ould  be  fure  to 
lofe  their  way  among  rocks  and  quickfands, 
and  become  the  prey  of  the  loquacious  and  ra¬ 
pacious  beings,  that  arc  ever  ready  to  lead  thus 
defencelefs  man  to  their  haunts  of  error,  where¬ 
in  are  rearing  with  anxious  afliduity,  fell  dil- 
cord,  ill  will,  and  enmity;  until  being  full 
grown  in  fhape  and  ftrengtb,  the  jarring  fiends 
break  their  bantling  chains,  and  in  one  body  of 
fearful  difinay,  armed  at  every  point  with  en- 
thufiaftic  rage,  come  forth  into  light,  the  terror 
of  the  land. 
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While,  therefore,  any  kingdom  holds  within 
itfelf  the  full  power  of  preventing  the  mofl 
diflant  profpe£l  of  religious  difagreement  and 
diflurbances,  the  fure  prognoflics  to  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  religious  war ;  which,  however  luperfi- 
cial  the  caufe  of  difference,  is  always  the  mofl 
bloody  and  defolating  of  all  grounds  of  contefl 
whatever;  it  is  the  height  of  impolicy  not  to 
exert  that  power  in  its  fullefl  extent,  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  prefervation  of  mankind,  and  to  the 
general  good  of  the  High  and  Holy  caufe  of 
religion  itfelf. 


TH  £  END. 


